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T0
KIS ROYAL HIGHNESS

GEORGE PRINCE OF WALES.

__H_____-W"-——_

May it pleale your Royal Highuefsy
AS chis work is defigaed o promote the ceule
of morality, 1 have prefumed to fay it at
the feer of your Royal Hichnels, whofe carly en-
crance into the paths of virtue, under the conduct
of an illuftrious and Roval Niother, and the di-

celiion and auipices of the befk of Tathers and of
“Kivge, has encouraged me o hope, that thefe Tales
will hereafrer meet with your Royai Highnefs's

anprubaton.
I am,
¥ our Royal Highne(s's
Moft devotcd '

And obedient fervant

The EDITOR,



'THE EDITOR

TO

THE READER.

Kind Reader,

HOUGH 5i- Charles Morell has been long fince
ezd, vet it is ot in the lezft wonderful that this
swork hasbeen kept from tiic pubiic ¢¥e, as his papers
were 1277 to relarions, who neither Xnew nor enquired
into the value of his works. -or had they now feen
the light, unlefs they had been put 1ai0 Iy hands,
with many other papers and parchments, t0 fettle
fome differences which havearifen inthe family.

Having full liberty to ufe his literary works as 1
plealed, 1 have made it my bufinels to become mafter
of them by degrees; and 1 fhould have publifhed his
accountof India Jong agzo, had I not found that work
already done to my hands, though-not in fo mafterly a
manner, yet fufficient to prevent the fale of any fecond
work. But although this was a very cuyious perform-
ance, and [ was vexed that pecuniary prudence fhould
oblige me to withhold it for fome time longer from the
public, as his elegant drawings alone, relative to the
{ubjc& he wrote upon, would coft s00l. 10 ERBrAYE s
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T PREFACE.

yet T hope to make it up to the w -otld, by offering them
2 book, which, if it is lefs ufeful to commerce, yet it
may be of far more entertainment and inftruction to
all degrees of men; andthis is a tranflation, in his
own hand-writing; of the works, (or, as they are called
in the title-page, the Delightful Leflons) of Horam the
fon of Afmar. Delightful, indeced! whether we con-
fider the matter, the fubjc, the mannet, or the moral

of the work.

Thefe leffons are divided into tales; wherefore,
in compliment to the tafte of the age, I have called
them, ¢ The Tales of the Genii;’ and at feveral times
I have inferted fome fmall detached parts of thcm
in the public papers, to try what fuccels they were
likely to challenge from the world; which was fo
juft and fo great, that I have mow been at the

expence of printing the whole together, ana of

employing feveral very able artifts to enrich it with
copper-plates.

And now, reader, I hope that thefe Tales will be
as fuccefsful in Europe as my friend, Sir Charles
Morell, teftifies they have been in Indiz; that they
will be the means of delighting and inftrutting the
noble youth of both fcxes ; and that they will
give that {atisfaltion to the learned, which every
good work of genius, ait, and morality, doth always
excite,

s 3 THE



THE LIFE OF
HORAM THE SON OF ASMAR.

WRITTEN BY

SIR CHARLES MORELL.

URING my long and painful refidence in many
different parts of Afia, both in the Mogul’s do-
minions, and in thole of the Otroman Empire, it was
my fortune, feveral times, to meet with a fmall Per-
fian work, intitled, ¢ The Delightful Lelfons of Ho-
yam the fon of Af{mar,” a book of great note both at
1fpahan and Conftantinople, and frequently read by
the religious teachers of Mahomet to their difciples,
to excite them to works of morality and religion.

I confefs, being chiefly converfantin trade, I had
very litile appetite to read the religious dottrines of
Pagans; and it was not till I had met with the work
in almoft every part of Afia, that I was tempted to
examine a book recommended on the fcore of their
religion. But a few hours reading in it made me
repent my former want of curiofity ; as the defcrip-
+ions were lively, the tales interefting and delightf ul;
and the morals aptly and beautifully couched under
the moft entertaining images of a romantic imagi-
nation. :

Having got this treafure in my pofleffion, it was my
next ftudy to tranflate it into my native language,
intending it, when completed, as a prefent to my wife
and family in England. But bufinefs calling me to
Fort St. George, I unfortunately left part of the ma-
nufcript behind me at Bombay. I was fenfibly af-
fe@ed at this lofs, and the more fo, as I found it
impofiible, through the multiplicity of my aftairs,
to replace my tranflation : fo 1 gave over all thoughts
of my intended prefent, and contented myfelf with
freqedntly readirg thc enchanting original, 8

ug



L1FE OF HORAM, 5

But if my voyage to Fort St. George deprived my
family of the tranflation, it doubly repaid my lolgp
by the addition of a very valuable friend, with whom
I got acquainted at Fort St. George. This was no
other than the great Horam, the author of the book °
in queftion, who then refided in the Blacks Town,
and was efteemed as a faint by all denominations,
both Pagans and Mohammedans, and who was very
intimate with the Englifh belonging to the fort,

As I was extremely defirous of his acquaintance,
and very affiduous in pleafing him, he foon diftin-
guithed me from the reft of my countrymen; and he
would often,.in our walks through the gardens, at
the back of the fort, entertain me with his elegant
and inftru&ive converfation. At thefe times I did
not fail, at proper intervals, to lament his difbelief
of our Hely Chriftian Faith. To this, for fome time,
he made no anfwer; but whenever it was mentioned,
he fecmed more thoughtful and referved. But I con-
fidered the fubjet of too much confequence to be laid
afide, merely on a point of pun&ilio, and therefore
feldom omitted to bring it up in all our private con-
verfations ; till at length, one day, after I had been
for fome time expatiating on the bleflings of Chrif-
tianity, he ftopped fhort, and falling proftrate on
the fandv walk; in a folemn and audible voice, he
pronounced as follows in the Perfian language---

¢ O Alla! thou moft powerful and merciful Being ;
who, although thou fpanneft the heavens with thy
hands, doft neverthelefs endue the pifmire and the
bee with wifdom and knowledge; vouchfafe allo to
enlighten the underftanding of the reptile that adores
thec; and if it be thy will, who canft caufe the
light to arife out of darknefs, that thefe men fhould
teach that with their lips for truth, which they will
not acknowledge by their lives, have mercy both on
me and them : on me, who cannot be convicted by
precept without example; and on them, who mock
and deny thee, under the femblance of faith and
obedience ! Are not the Chriftian vices, O Alla,
more hateful in thy fight, than Pagan blindnefs?
and the eyes of thofe who boaft fuperior fighr, more
dim than the eyes of him who gropeth in qai knelg

' af



b3 LIFE OF HOR LN, .

and error 2 Are thefe men, who arc tharp and greedy
in worldly gain, laviih arnd profule in héavenly
riches ? And would they, who covet the duft of India,
offer us an eternal exchange for our mouldering pof-
feffions ?} Surely the purcit and wifeft religion can-
not be revealed to the moft unthankful and ignorant
of mankind. The pearl would not be caft to the
fwine, and the children of Alla be deprived of their
- inheritance. But the worm muft noi fly, the igno-
rant judge, nor duft prefume !’

After faving this, which, I confefs, affeted me
ftrongly, he continued fome time in awtful filence,
proftrate on the ground ; and at length arole, with
tears ic his eves, faving, ¢ Be the will of Alla the
law of his creature !’---It was fome minutes beforc
I could mufter up words and refolution to aniier
Horam, fo much was I awed by his juft, though fe-
vere imprecations ; but obferving him ftill continue
his meditations, I ventured to begin.

¢ My friend,’ faid I, ¢ God is juft, and man is
finful. The Chriftian religion is profefied by mil-
lions, and all are not like the merchants of India.
If thefe prefer wealth to religion, there are many
who have fuffered for the caufle of Chrift ; who have
preferred an ignominious death in his faith, to ail
the glories of infidelity. I, indeed, am not like one
of thefe; but I truff, O Horam, that my faith,
though weak, is not dead ; and that my obedience,
though imperfe&, will yet be accepted, through his
merits whom I ferve.®

¢ If all Chriftians were like my friend,’ faid Ho.
ram, ¢ Horam would embrace the faith of Chrift;
but what are thofe who mingle with infidels, whofe
days are the days of riet, and whofe nights are the
nights of intemperance and wantonnels ? who teach
truth, and prafice deceit ? who, calling themfelves
Chriftians, do deeds unworthy of Pagans?’ ¢ Thefe,’
faid I, ¢ my friend, are moft of them unhappy men
of ftrong paffions, and fmall infiruion, who were
{ent here as forlorn hopes; but even of thefe many
Bave turned out fober and religious, and have
fpent the latter part of their lives in piety and dea
Yolon.

¢ What!*'



LIFE OF HORAM. 9
¢ What !’ interrupted Horam, ¢ they have ferved

their lufts firt, and their God laft! Alla, whom I

wotfhip, likes not fuch votaries ; he requires the

earlieft offerings of a pious heart, and prayers and

thank{givings that rife to Heaven ere the dews of the

night difappear. The man who ferves the all:glo-

rious Alla, muft proftrate himfelf ere the watchful

fun accufe him of floth by his reviving prefenee, and

continue his adorations when the lamp of day is no
| longer feen, He muft enter into the fociety of the
faithful, while manhood delays to feal him for his
own ; and perfevere in his march, as the Rajaputas
of the eaft.’ -

¢ O, Horam,’ anflwered I, were the God whom we
worlhip, to be worfhipped in perfetnefs, the whole
length of our lives would not fuffice to lie proftrate
before him. But our merciful Father expeéts not
more from us than we are able to pay him. True it
is, that we ought to begin carly, and late take reft,
and daily and hourly offer up our praifes and pe-
titions to the throne of his grace. But better is a
Iate repentance than none; and the cleveath hour
| of the day for work, than perpetual idlenefs &into the
end of our time : and this is not obtained to us, but
i through the mercies ofour Lord and Saviour; not .
the prophet only, as Mahomet reprefents him, but
the King, the Prieft and the Saviour of mankind.’

¢ What Saviour is this,’ faid Horam, ¢ of whom
you fpeak fo often, and iff fuch raptures?® Can one
then fave another from the wrath of God, when you
l yourfelf acknowledge the beft of men to be his un.

profitable ervants 2*

“ As a man only,” anfwered I, * he cannot, but as
God and man he was able; and did offer a full
atonement, not only for my fins, but your’s allo.?
| ¢ [tis certain,’ faid Horam, ¢ that all flefh is weak
and corrupted ; and, as the creatures of God, we
. cannot [uppofe that he, who is all goodnefs and per-
i fection, fhould make us unable to perform what na-
' tural fenfe informs us is our duty bothto Allaand lhis
. creatures : that fome {upernatural power was neceflary
! to relicve us, I grant; but I fec notwhy we thould ga
 {o high as to fuppofe that power muft be divine.’ -

6.




Fis IITE OF HORAM,.

. If the offence,’ anfwered 1, ¢ was againft God,
God could only remit the pusiilunent, and no crea.
ture of God could podibly pay him more fervice than
vas Jdue from z=n catire depencant on his Maker,
Therefore, neithar angel, nor [iint, nor prophet
could redeem ; for ail they could do, was but the

ifcharge of their own moral debts, and cannot be
called a work of mediation for ancther, with regard
to a prophet or any private man. Give him tii
utmoft power and favour with God; fuppofe him te
be born perfedt, to pay an unfinning obedience, yet
ke ftill has paid but the fervice of onc man, and
therefors can fatisfy but for one: and with regard tc
angel, genius, or fuperior being, though fuperior to
man, he is but a fervant of God, and a debtor w
his Creator, to whom he muft for ever owe all por-
fible fervice and obedicnce. Coffidering an atone.
ment in this light, O Horam, you fce ro poflibl
Saviour but one equal to God; and to fuppole tha
“there be many gods, is to derogate from his honour,
and to deny his government and power. Therefore,
we Chriftians are taught, that the Son came from th
Father, the Mefiias, whom David withed to fce, and
called him Lord ; of whom all the prophets in th
books of the prophefics of the Ifraclites did prophefy,
took upon him our fiefh, that Le might be cnabled
to fuffer for the infirmities of mankind. And truly,
I think, O Horam, that this ftupendous inflance 0l
mercy cannot be lookued upon as abfurd or unrealon.
able, though it be the mott fupreme declaration o
Cod’s mercy and forgivenefs. For when God con.
demns, who can ranfom but God hunfelf ? or «
whom, think you, the glory of man’s redemptiof
could be, with any propriety, attributed, but to tix
Lord of all mercies #’

¢ Mr. Morell,’ faid Horam, ¢ there is reafon ani
truth in the words of my fricnd ; butl am perfuaded
few of the Chritians I have feen think fo feriouily
of thefe things as you do: profeffion without prac
tice, and faith (I think you call it fo} without a tru
belief, contents yeur brethren. If your religioni
true, how wicked are the greateft part of the Eu
ropeans ! 1 cempare them only to filly women

wlio



LIFL OF HORAAM. II

dwho ftrive to (hut out the glories of the meridian
@ fun, that they may poke over the dull light of an
g offenfive lanp.’
B My fricnd and I had many fuch converfations, but
# this in particular 1 took down as foon as I left him ;
#d becaufe, I confels, I was very much thocked at his
# juilicious remarks ; and, I am fure, if they make as
much impreflion on others as they did on me, they
4 will not be unferviceable to the world, fhould ever
g thele fheets fee the public light. And now [ am in
% the vein of writing, and recollefting thefe pafiages
4 between Horam and myfelf, which gave me great
4 pleafure, I cannot omit mentioning one particular,
i1 which pafle-l betwecen us previous to his relation of
i his own adventures to e.
4 We were difputing, as ufual, on religion, and
4 Horam was remarkably ftrenuous in contending for
4 his Prophet Mahomet, when I faid to him, ¢ Tell
{ me, then, O Horam, fince you arz fo bigotted to the
3 Mohammedan religion, what invitations have you
#to propofe, fhould I be willing to enter into your
i faith 2’
§ * Omy friend,” anfwered Horam, thaking his head,
3¢ Itoo well underftand the meaning of your deceitful
grequeft ! Yes,? continued he, ¢ I know the profefiors
2ot my religion arcapt to propofe a multitude of wives,
$aa1a the plealures of women, to thofe who will em-
¢ brace our faith; but thefe, O Morell, T dare not
i promife,. for I am fcandalized at the Mohammedans,
d when 1 refle¢t, that worldly pleafures are all that we
{ promife to thofe who will take the name of Mahomet
{for their prophet; but furely the voung only can.
3ivopole fuch plealures, and the young can only be
dcaptivated by them. Worldly joys are mean incite
§ ments to the love of Alla, and impure emhbraces but
{little fign of pure®t faith. Had I an ineftimable gem,
{hould I honour it by placing it in the mire! or
{veoould any one believe that I had trealured it up
famiilit the filil of the carth 2

The more I converfed with Horam, the more rea-,
fan had I to admire both his natural and acquired
tilents: he wauas a bigot to no religion, and had as
fesv piepofleflions as ever I met with inman. By his

¥ ditcourfc,

e
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12 LIFE OF HORAM, ‘
difcourle, 1 found he had travelled into many parts
of the world ; and, by his fenfible refle&ions, per-
ceived that he had made a noble ufe of his ftudies
and travels. This made me very defirous of hearin
an account of his life; which, after fome length of
acquaintance, he indulged me in,

£ 1 came,” faid he, * from the confines of the
Cafpian Sea; and the mother which bore me was
the widow of Adenam Afmar, the Iman of Ferabad :
fhe lived on the contribution of my father's friends,
who was adored, when living, for his piety and de-
votion; and thofe who fupported hcr,'l'gared no pains
or coft in my education, that I might tread in the
fleps of Adenam my father. At twelte years of
age, my friends fent mein the caravans to Mouful, to
fiudy under Acham, the mott learned of the teachers
of the law of Mahomet. With this fage I continued
for nine vears, and officiated for him in the mofques
of Mouful; till Alhoun, the bathaw of Diarbec,
taking occafion to quarrel with our cadie, marched
towards Mouful, and utteriy deftroved the place,
carrying away with him four hundred of the inhabit-
ants, whom he fold for flaves. Among this number
was Horam, the friend of thy boiom ; who, though
an Iman, was neverthele(s fent to Aleppo by the
avaricious bathaw, and fold to an Englith merchant,
With this perfon, whofe name was Wimbleton, I
lived for feveral years; but having a ready memory,
I-applied myfelf to learn the Englith language, and
ferved him in the quality of an interpreter. My
mafter finding me more faithful and ufeful, foon
employed me to traffic for him in the inland coun-
tries, and I travelled with the caravans into meft
parts of Amafia, Turcomania, Armenia, Curdiftan,
and Perfia; and, executing my commiflions to the
fatisfaltion of my mafter, he gave me my liberty,
upon condition that I would, during his life, ferve
him in the capacity of fteward. [ accepted, with
thanks, his bounteous offer, and Alla made the time
of my fervitude as the thadow before the fun,

Within two years my mafter died, and commanded
me on his death-bed to make up his effedts, and fend
or carry them to England to his brother, \vl}n:({m
: ad,
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LIFE OF HORAM. 13
faid, but little deferved them, (but the grave fhould”
not be entered by thofe who were at enmity) allow-
ing me.a quarter part for my fubfiftence: *¢ For
freedom,’” faid he, ** without property, is but an
obligation to change, perhaps a good mafter for a
worfle,”” I was greatly alietted at the death of my
malter, and reflolved te undertake the journey to
England in perfon, referving only one-tenth of my
mafter’s fortune, which was fufficient to fatisty the
defires of one whofe hope was not fixed on the pleaz
fures of life.

¢ Having colle®ed my mafter’s effefts, I palfed
through. the Mediterranean to Leghorn, and from
thence to Paris, and fo by Calais to London. Inthe,
countries . which I pafled, Ifaw, with furprize, the
magnificence of the Popith religion; where, how-
ever, ceremony feenis to poflefs the feat of moral
duties, and fuperftition is clothed in the veftments
of faith. T was furprized to find fuch abfurdities in
Lurope, wherel was warned by my mafter to expe@
the moft rational cuftoms, and the pureft liglit of
virtue and religion. But the female glance will not
always bear to be expofed, and the veils of the eaft
would well become the faces of the European ladies.
I often perceived a cuftomary monotony in the prayers
of Chriftian priefts, and the fervour of devotion was
buried in the unmeaning geftures of its votaries. In
the eaft we fall low before Alla, we are carneft in our
petitions ; but in Europe, Chriftians feem as un-
concerned in their temple as in their houfes of re-
frefhment, and often as loguacious-and familiar,
But this I have obferved more frequently in England,
than in any other part of the world. Indeed, the
Englifh behaved as though they were wifer than the
God they pretend to worthip ; they attend him with
great indifference ; and, if the faceis an index of the
mind, a by-ftander may perceive, that when they
meet together to worihip their Deity, they think of
every thing but religion. Perhaps a variety of atti-
tudes is, among Chriftians, 2 mark of the highétt
adoration ; if {o, the Englith are the moft meritorious
devotees 1 ever beheld.  Some are fitting, fome-are
flanding, fome arc lolling, fome are yawning, fome

Vor. I, B are



T4 LITE OF HORAM.

are even flesping, and all thefe varicties are to be
met with in the fame partof their worihip; fothat a
firanger would imagine, that there was a great di-
verfity of opinion among Chriftians, even in the
fame church, which was the moft decent and be-
coming pofturc for a2 finner to ule before 2 God of
purity; for fo [ chink the Chriftians call their Deity.
But I will rot trouble you with my obfervations,
whichare chiefly religious, as my firft ftudies in life
naturally led me ro obferve the different modes of
religion among mankind,

¢ T waited upon the brother of my deceafed mafter
with a faithful account of his efletts, and informed
him how generous my mafter had been to me, in al-
iotting me one quarter of his efiefts. Mr. Edward
Wimbleton changed colour at my relation ; the death
of Lis brotherdid not feem to ¢He&t him fo much, as
my deciaration, that my mafter had been fo beneficent
to me. I was grieved to abierve this behaviour in 2
Chriftian; and to fird that a man, in the moft en-
lightened kingdom of the earth, thould think fo ava-
ricioufly of riches, and fhew fo little reipedt to his
benefattor and brother. But I haftened to relieve
his difquictude, as it is myv maxim to make every
one as happy as I can, leaving juftice and judgment
to the eternal Alla.’

¢ Though my mafter has been thus indulgent,
Sir,** fald I, ¢t vet I did not think it decent in me
to reward myfelf fo amply as his partial fondnels
might fancy I deferved ; and thercfore I have only
taken one tenth part, and the reft I am ready to de-
liver up to vou.’?

¢ Mr. Edward Wimbleton was pleafed at my an-
fwer. “¢ Modeitv and decency,” faid he, ¢ are the
moft uleful attendants on thofe who were born to
{r:rre; and I commend vour fidelity to my brother,
in riot prefuming to take that, which ficknefs only,
and an impaired judgment, might influence him to
lavifh and fquander awav. He always was too gene-
rous, he hurt his fortune here in England formerly
"b_':' the fame vice, and much good couniel have I given
him ere now on that topic, when he wanted to pers,

fuade’



LIFE OF HORAM, _ 1¢
fuade me to Iend him money, to make up his broken
affairs ; but I rather advifed him to feek his fortune
out of the Kingdom; and if I had {fupplied him here,
he never had gone to Aleppo, or been the man he was
when he died.”” He then commended my fidelity
to my mafter, and commanded me to wait upon him
the next morning. This I did, and took with me
the will of the decealed, wherein my legacy was {pe-
cified; and I found it not ufelefs to me,

¢ Mr. Edward Wimbleton, when he faw me in the
morning, abufed me much; calling mé many names,
which were a refleion on my country, and my re-
ligion. Thefe I fubmitted to patiently, confiderin
how often the Chriftians are abufed and figmatized
by the followers of Mahomet. But his threats were
fucceaded by more alarming feverities; for opening
his counting-houfe door, he beckoned to fome ruf.
fians, who called themfelves officers of juftice, and
commanded them to feize me, and carry me to pri-
fon, as a debtor to him. I infifted that I owed no
man any thing. To this my mafter’s brother an-
fwered, that I had cajoled him with a falfe ftory of
my honefty and moderation, and under pretence of
not taking a quarter of his brother's fortune which
was left ine, 1 had taken a tenth part, when in reality
none was left me.

¢ To this I anfwered, that T could produce my
mafter’s will, which was properly attefted ; and that
I had a friend in London, a gentleman who had been
long refident in Aleppo; who had cautioned me to be
watchful of his dealings; that if the officers had the
power of the law, they might ufe it; but if not,
my friend would inform againft Mr. Winmbleton,,
if he did not meet me on the Exchange by tweo
o’clock.

¢ At this inftant we heard a violent knocking at
the door ; at which Mr. Wimbleton turned pale; and
the officers, if fuch they were, looked aghaft. I
took advantage of their confternation, and hurried
out of the counting-houfe to the ftrect-door, and
faw my dear friend with feveral gentlemen behind
him. ;

) B2 6% Sty ™
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¢ Siry"? faid I, ¢ you arc come in time to fave me
from the deiigns of Jeveral ill-looking men. Mr.
Wimbleton charges me with impofition; but I have
in my pocket the will of y mafter.”’

¢ Where 15 Mr. Wimbleton?’’ faid my friend;
$¢ is there no fervant in the houfe ?** And he knecked
again.

*¢ This, Sir,’? faid I, ¢ is the counting-houfe,’’
{peinting to the door;; ¢¢ I left him in it with feve-
ral men, whom he called officers of juftice.”” My
friend then rapped at the door of the counting-houle,
and was told trom within, that Mr. Wimbleton faw
no company, nor did any bufinefs that day. ¢ Well,”
anfwered my friend, ¢* I am not much concerned
abour that, as I have refcued a poor ftranger from
deftrution.”’ '

¢ We quitted the houfe of my mafter's brother,
and my friend carried mnc to the 'Change, and de-
clared to every one the ufage I had met with, and
the right I had to infift on a quarter of my maiter’s
effects. But how was I furprifed to find, that my
behaviour, fo far from being applauded, was laughed
at by every one! ¢¢ It is a pity he thould have any,*’
faid one, *¢ fince he knows no better how to make
ufe of it.”’--- *¢ 1 fnould fulpet,’” faid another,
“¢ that he really had no right to any; for what man
upon earth, who might have had a quarter, would be
fatisfied with a tenth ?*’ * In thort, every one afked
to fee the will, which being rcad, cleared all doubt
and difpute.

¢ But now a different claumour arofe, and my
friend, andall thar were prefent, advifed me to pro-
fecute Mr. Wimbleton for my whole legacy.

< Gentlemen,?’ {2id I, *¢ I never withed fpr more
than I have; every man ought to fet bounds to his
defires ; mine are, | blefs Heaven, amply indulged :
to have mare than enough is needlefs, is burden-
fome; too much rain does not nourith, but caufes
the fruits of the earth to rot and decay. Thereisa
wind which &ileth the fails of the mill, and there is
2 wind which deftroyeth by ever-much power. ¢« The
mazx,*’ faid they all, ¢ is betide himfclf; he has

fooled
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fooled away his wealth, he knows not the value of
riches, |

¢¢ Befide,”” continued I, ¢¢ gentlemen, I cannot
accept of fuch obligations as are unreafonable: the
bounty of my mafter bore no proportion to my merit ;
though his munificence was great, yet it fhould not
deftroy the humility of my own thoughts; but, ex.
clufive of all thefc confiderations, I have alrcady
given ufp the remainder to my mafter’s brother; L
have refigned all pretenfions to that which 1 never
thought I merited or deferved.”’

¢ That, indeed,’ faid they, ¢ is bad; but did
you fign any fuch releafe ? did you fay it before wit-
neffes ? has Mr. Wimbleton any proof to bring againit
you? If it was only between yourfelves, the law will
take no notice of . his evidence, and you may proceed
fafely againft him.*’

¢ Mr* Wimbleton’s proofs,’’ faid I, ¢ areof little
confequence to me, I bear within mylfelf a witnefs
and record of all my a&ions; one who will not ac-
quit me, though the judgment of princes thould pro-
nounce me guiltlefs, *? ;!

““ This poor man,'’ faid they, ¢ has a comical
way of talking and thinking, but I believe we may
venture to pronounce, that he will never rife in the
world.”” ¢ After this moft of them left me: and
one of the few that ftaid, faid---

¢¢ Stranger, I admire your notions, your content-
ment, and your modefty : but give me leave to fay,
You are neglefing the public welfare, while you ¢n-
deavour to provide only for your own private ad-
vantage. To bring an infamous man to juftice is a
debt you owe to the public, and what you recover
from him, you may reafonably lay out in fome public
fervice. This is the great law of fociety ; and to do
good to multitudes, is far more preferable than the
private {atisfadtion of eating or drinking to ourfelves
alone.””

¢ 8ir,”’ anfwered I, ¢ your notions alfo are'right ;
but in the prefent cafe what opportunity have I of
bringing an offender to juftice, unlefs I demand from
him what I have already freely delivered up to him?

B3 The
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The public furely cannot require the facrifice of my
coafcience, nor can public juitice be exalted through

rivate vices."’ :

¢¢ Sir,"* f{aid he, ¢ I thall fav no more than this;
the law has befriended you in veur prefem cale. Mr.
Wimbleton s in your power, and you arc to blame
if you let him efcape : nay, let me tell you, the
world has realon to expedt this from vou; and he
wio hides an offender from jultice, is little better
than the knuve who commits the offence.”?

¢ At this they all left nie, and a new fet of gazers
fucceeded, whom I avoided as foon as poflible, by
lzaving the place ; and having returned to my lodg-
ings, I began to reficct on the feene that was pailed.

¢ The refinements of Europe,’” faid I, ** ar¢ too
fubtle for the grofs underitunding of an Afiatic ;
and I was miftaken when 1 thought that virtue had
the fame outlines in everv community. .

¢ Traflic is the prophet of the Eurepeans, and
weatlh is their Alla. 1 will, however, remaia among
them 1ill 1 have learned their fciences, whole roots
firft grew in Afia, but whole fruit is with thefe fons
of cara.®? _

¢ With this refolution, I applied mylelf to the cul-
tivation ef thofe fciznces which are fo juftly admired
1a the Eaft. | ftudied the powerof figures, and found
my mind enlightened by the application of a few
magical Arabic chara&ers; with nine figures I was
taught to meafure the great parent of day, and to
caiculate the diftance of the tiars of heaven ; to fore-
tzi the baneful eclipfes or the fun and moon, and to
progiely unto kingdoms and nations the lofs of the
light of heaven: by thete ralifmans of feience could
I mieafure the inacceflibic huights of the mountains,
2aG the wide fifuce of the deen, and threaten the
ezrth with the portentous anpearacce of werrifyin
comets.  Think nof, thersivre, O Morell, that |
Tpared either trouble or tiine to arrive at the depths
er mathematical knowledse, 1 adored that bright
conitellation of the Nojth, the heaven-taught New.
ton, with whom [ oftes held fuch converfe, as the
inhabitinis of the L.l e 2uid to hold with the

Genii
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Genii of mankind. I faw him bring down the moon
from the realms of night, to influence and a&tuate the
tides of the fea, and heard him read in his books the
laws of the tumultuous ocean ; he marked the courfes
of the ftars with his wand, and reduced excentric
orbs to the obedience of his [yftem. He caught the
fwift-flying light, and divided it’s rays; he mar-
fhalled the emanations of the fun under their different-
coloured banners, and gave {ymmetry and order to
the glare of the day; he explained the dark eternal
laws of Nature, and feemed acquainted with the
dictates of Heaven.

¢ Such a mafter over-paid all the toils I had taken
in my voyage to England; and what I could not
find in the public reforts of the merchants, I dif.
covered in tge clofets of the learned, \

¢ It was matter of great furprize and joy to an ig-
norant and bigotted Afiatic, to be thus let loofe from
his narrow prejudices, into an immeafurable {yftem
of planets and worlds ; to look with contempt at the
Caflpian Sea, delineated on the artificial globe, which
was once like a boundlefs profpect before my eyes,
and difcover, with a motion of my finger, all the
kingdoms of -the earth expofed to my view. But
then, when the wide extent of fea and land had filled
my mind, to look on all as a fmall attendant planet
ou the fun, and on the fun itfelf as but onc among 2
thouland ftars, of equal, if not fuperior magnitude;
my whole [oul was loft in the long, long extended
1dea; and I feemed but as an invifible atom amidft
ten thoufand worlds! Nor did my relearches end
here: I attended my friend to Cambridge, and ex-
amined with him the fyftems of the natural philofo-
phers, I was pleafed to fee faits preferred to hypo-
thefes, and Nature ditating her own laws. [ traced
with admiration the principles of mechanifim, and
faw the regular fcale of multiplied power by which
Archimedes would have moved the earth. The fe-
crets, too, of chemiftry, were latd open before me;
inert matter was engaged in warlike commotion, and
fire was brought down from heaven to entertain me,
But it was not amufement without inftruction, Ir:c:r:'

' the
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the caule of admiration unfruitful in knowledge;
I had the reufouings of the philofophers on thefe fub.
Iets, and confiderad their conclutions; and I often
imiled o fee oppotite opinions arifing from, and fup-
poried by, the fame experiments. This taught me at
once the peiuty or nature, and the folly of man. 1
found ignorance growing on knowledge, and that the
mazes of learning were leading me to their original
€nirance,

¢ I arrived at the faine placz of uncertainty from
whence I fer out; with this difference, I was af-
fured of hiumman ignorance, while others were pre-
paring to be deceived by a fhew of learning. 1 left
this leatof Xnow ledge, puriuing their circle of ftudies;
concluding, trom what I had feen, that fcience is no
farther uferul, thzn as it conduces to the improve-
mznt of life; and that to know, and not to pradtice,
i5 like him who is bufy in the feed-time, and idlc in
harveft.

¢ Having joined a knowledge of phyfic and hiftory
to tie feiences I was before mafter of, I began to pant
afler my native land, where there was a wide field
ozen to difplay my knowledge. But war, which is
the bane of fcicnce, prevented my journey to Aleppo.
The regions of Afia being burred from any approach
in_the Mediterrancan, were yat open in the Eaft.
Indies: a fleet being deftined for thofe parts, I en-
tered as a paffenger in one of the company’s fhips,
and zrrived, after a tedious paflage, in the bay of
Bengal.

¢ In the progrefs of my vovage my intelle&ual
knowledge was confirmed, and I was pleafed to add
experience to fcience. The wanders of the deep are
2ot lefs magnificent than the rude and enchanting
feerery of the majeltic mountains; and waves are
hurled on waves by contending ftorms, till mimic
Alps appear cquzl in horror to the true ; but he who
15 certain that his life is never 2 moment in his own
power, will be as calm in the tempet 2s when he
runs before the breeze. Ir is of little confequegce,
whether the worm or the loud thunder deftroys us ;
whetner the carth open and fwailow up a nation, or

whethes
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whether that people go down to their graves the
fingle victims of death.

¢ I refided fome time in Bengal hefore T could find
any opportunity of procectling to the Mogul’s court,
where [ had refolved to feek for preferment. The
monarchs of the Eaft are fond of tihi¢ Luropean
fciences! they in fome mealure tolerate the relivion
of the Jefuits, that they may be benefited by the in.
genious labours of that infinuating fociety ; but they
are no friends to the Chriftian faith, and the mil-
fionary who was to depend on his religion only,
would foon fall a facrifice to cither the Mahommedan
doctors, or the Indian bramins, But at prefent rc-
ligion is the pretended motive of the Jefuits travels
into India, though perhaps they are as little zealous
to propayate the true doftrinés of Chriftianity as ihofe
they ferve are to believe them. They are good ma-
thematicians, but bad faints, unlels where they ex-
pcdt fome temporal advantage {rom the propagation
of their faith. '

‘ Nothing, therefore, but their ufeful knowledge,
could prevail upon the Eaftern monarchs to carefs a
fociety whom all Afia delpifes. The machinations of
thele fathers, though carried on by art, arc yet be-
trayed by the proud fpirit of thofe who conduct them,
and their fatc is determined whenever the Afiatics
thall have learned their fciences. Thefe reflections
induced me to ftudy the European arts, and I made
no doubt but that my prefence would be acceptable
at the court of the great Mogul. My furmifes were
not unjuft. 1 made myfelf known to the nabobs and
vizirs of the court, and being provided with an ¢n-
tire fet of the beft mathematical infiruments, and a
portable apparatus in philofophy, [ was heard with
pleafure, and attended to with admiraticn ; my fame
foon reached the Mogul's cars, and that mighty
monarch ordered the wonderful philofopher of the
Eaft into his preflence, ‘

¢ My knowledge and experiments raifed the fufpi-
cion of the Mogul, and he fancied that I was a fe-
fuitdifguifed. Tenlearned Mohammedan doctors were
ordered to cxamine me, 1 went through my ablu~ .

tions
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tions and purifications, and the hidden ceremonies of
thereligion of our prophet. I explained to them my
birtnand manner of life, and told them under whofe
taitructions I had imbibed the precepts of the faith.
ful. I paintad to them the days of my ilavery. and
my education in Britain, the land of fcience, 1 de-
clared o them finally my defire of implanting in Afia
the leeds of thar learning which I had gathered in
Europe, and hefoughz their afliftance to cultivate and
ripen the great defign. 3

¢ My brethren were amazed at my difcourfe, and
rejoiced at my fuccels; they haftened to difcover my
intentiens to the Mogul, and to affure him of my
uprightnefs and truth. That powerful Monarch
was enraptured at my defign, and immediately or-
dered me a building in his palace. He daily fent
for me to exhibit the amazing effets of my art,
and employed me in mathematical and aftronomical
Iabours. '

¢ Being returned to my own religion, I begged leave
dgain tooffictate as an iman of our law. I preached
to the people at my leifure, and read in the book of
our prophet befors them. Alla profpered my la-
bours, and my fame exiended over Afia. Relpe@®
and honour were on my right-hand, and my left was
a5 the handmaid of fcience. Aurengzede, the great
congueror of the earth, wasmy iriend, and he placed
the Sultan Ofmir, his fon, under my tuition, Qfmir
was but five vears old when the Mogul entrufted him
to me.

¢¢ Let virtue be the bafis of knowledge, and let
Enowledge be as a flave before her.” ¢ Such wercthe
words of Aurengzebe: I heard, and fell proftrate,
and applicd mylelr to the inftruction of my infant
charge.

¢ And now it was, O Morell, that I conceived the
purpole of difguiting the true dottrine of mo-ality
under the delightful allegories of romantic enchant-
mcnt.  Mine eye had fcen the great® varieties of
nature, and the powers of my fancy could recal and
reaiize the images. I was pleafed with mine own
laventions, and hoped to find that virtus would fteal

inte
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into the breaft, amidit the flowers of language and
delcription.

* My lefions, though defigned only for the young
prince, were read and admired by the whole court,
Ofmir alonc was difpleafed at them; his mind was
not difpoled to attention: he curfed the hours of his
confinement ; he read without benefit; he admired
vice in all it’s deformity, and defpifed the leffons of
virtue and goodnefs.

* In the mean time, Afia received with pleafure
the Leflons of Horam the fon of Afmar; butyet what
was Afia, or the whole world, while one unconquer.
able mind was left, for whom alone they were firft in-
tended ! But although various countries were my ad-
mirers, the maxims of Horam had no efie&t on the
lives of tholc who commended my writings.

¢ Ofmir grew up under my care, and I had the
mortification to be called the preceptor of the moit
abandoned of mankind. In a few years hie hecame
a monfter, and a man. It was then Horam was
deftined to fecl the weight of his malice. Aureng-
zebe perceived the haughtinefs and the vicious prin-
ciples of his fon, and made no doubt but that he
would foon afpire to his throne. This made the pru.
dent monarch refolve to take all power from him.
Ofmir was confined by the order of the Mogul, and
but a few chofer atiendants fultered to fee him.

¢ This malicious prince, finding himfelf curbed by
the authority of his father, and fuppefing me to be
the caitfc of his confinement, accufed me to his at-
tendants of advifing himn to feize on the thronce of
India. The prefended confeflion was carried to the
Mogul, and ignominiods chains thrown over me,
The fuitans and the nabobs were all plealed at
my fate. I wonderved not at the ficklenefs of tlie
courtiers, but was aftonithed at the malidc of
Ofmir. : ' '
¢ In afew days T was drawn out of a dungeox
whither 1 had been ordered, and brought bcetore
Aurcngzebe. That monarch had allumed the impe.
rial frown, but I faw the beams of mercy in his eye.
He ordered my chains to be taken offi and com-
manded theiaves and courtiers to withdraw, When

we
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we were alone, I proftrated myfelf before him, and
remained on the earih.

¢ Rife, O Horam,” faid Aurengzebe ; ¢ rife,
thou faithful fervant; I do not believe the accufa-
tisn zzainft thee. Declare thine own innocence, and
I itzli be nerfuaded of the truth.”

«¢ Rather,”” fzid I, *¢ O mafter of the world, let
Horam thy flave perith, thdn that the truth of Ofmir
thy fon be queftioned. Yes, I do confefls, I have
ofien counifclied the prince to afpire to the virtues
of truth, wildom, juftice, and moderation, the great
ornaments of thy tarone ; and I think my life
fhould pzy the forfeit of my prefumption. 1ll-
fated Horam,’’ continued I, burfting into tears,
for my hearr was overcharged, ¢¢ how are thy en-
deavours fruftrated, and how is the fruit of thy
Izbour blafted I’?

‘« Plafted, indeed, thou good old man !’ faid
Aurengzebe ; ¢ for I mult either accufe my firtt.
born of the uttmoit meannels, or my faithful flave
or rebellion. There is one way left to me. Depart
from the court, Horam ; thou thalt have yearly a
thoufand fequins of gold. But on thy faith declare
to me, that thou wiit never leave my empire: 1
cannot mytelf employ thee; and yet, O Horam, I
cannot lofe thee.”’

¢ 1 fell again proftrate at the feet of Aurengzchbe ;
I thanked the merciful prince for his continued

oodnefs, and I prayzd aloud -to the great Alla to
change the heart of the ill-fated Ofmir.

¢ Aurengzebe gave me 12 ring from his finger, and
bid me depart filently in the night to the utmoft
confines of his empire.

‘* 1 obeved with cheerfulnels; and, by the affift-
ance of a nabob, who was my friend, and whom
Aurengzebe had ordercd to take care of me, I
travelled to the mouth of the Ganges, and from
thence, by [ea, to this fettlement of your country-
men; where I have bought up every copy of my
unavailing inftructions that [ could meet with, and
have committed them to the flames, to be devoured
by the god of Pagans !

THE
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TALES OF THE GENII.

VOLUME THE FIRST,

ATNA and Coulor, the children of Giualar, the
Iman of Terki, were the pride of their parents,
and the wonder of the inhabitants of Mazanderan,
Their aged father took them daily into a grove of
oranges and citrons, which f{urrounded a fountain in
his garden, and {eating them under the fhadow of
thofe fragrant trecs, befide the pure bafor, after he
had firft dipped them in it’s waters, to wafh away the
bad impreflions of the world, he thus began his in-
fructive leffon :---
¢ Hearken, ye tender branches, to your parent
¢ {tock ; bend to the leffons of inftruétion, and imbibe
the maxims of age and experience I As the pifmire
creeps not to its labour till led by iss elders ; as the
young cagle foars not to the fun, but under the

(hadow of its mother’s wing; fo neirher doth the
child of mortality fpring forth to action, unlefs the
parent hand print out its deftined labour.

“ But no labour fhall the hand of Giualar appoint
¢ unto Patra and Coulor, except the worthip of Alla
¢ the firft of beings, and of Mahomet the great pro-
¢ phet of the faithful. ' '

¢ Bafe ave the defires of the fleth, and mean the
purfuits of the {ons of the earth ! they ftretch out
their finews like the patient mule, they perfevere
in their chace after trifies, as the camel in the defart.
As the leopard fprings on his prey, fo doth man
rejoice over his riches, and bafk in the fun of floth-
¢ fulnefs like the fion’s cub.

Voi. L. C ¢ On
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¢ Oniae {ircam of life float the bodics of the care-
¢ lefs anc inremperate, as the carcafes of the dead on
¢ the waves of the Tigris, '

¢ The vulrures of the tky deftroy the carcalt, and
¢ man is devoured by the fins of his fleth,

* Retire from men, mv childrer, like the pelican
¢ In the wildernefs, and fy with the wild afs’s colt
¢ int> the deferss of peace. .

As Giualar uirered thefe words, he perczived an
unufual fragrance flue from alarge citron tree, which
was planted oppofite the tender parent and his atten-
tive citldren, which in 2 moment dropping its {caves,
the trusk fwelled iato human prop rtien, and dif-
covered to their view a bright fumale form, .

¢ Giualar,” faid the Genus, ¢ I approve vour care,
¢ and am piealed to fee your li.tle progeny thus in-
firucted from thie mouth of their parent. A father
15 bleffed in the wifdom of his children, and the
rorgie or a fool fhall pierce the heart of his mother.
But why is Giualar o careful to prevent his off-
foring from entering into life 3 ~Alla has made
them the children of the world, and their labour 1s a
¢ czbt which they muft rot refufe their feilow-citi-
¢ zens. To drive them into the defart would be in-
¢ ceed.to make them the campations of favages and
¢ brutes, but the wife purpofes of Alla muft not be
prevented. No man is mafter of himifelf, bur the
public is lord over him ; and to endeavour to de-
feat the purpofes of Heaven is madness and folly.
Rigatly dois Giualar caution his children to avoid
the folkes and vices of life, but they muft be fubjeét
to temptaticns ere their worth be approved.  Suffer
e, therefcre, good Iman, to carry your children
where they fhall hear the Jefions of humanity from
the lips cf our immortal race, and where they fhall
learn from the failings or virtues of others, to guide
their fteps aright through the vallics of life.’
Giualar was tranfperted at the offer of the Genius,
and failing down burere her, was about to offer her

his
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his pravers and praifcs ; but fhe raifing him up---¢ O
¢ Iman,” faid the, ¢ pay thy vows to Alla alwme, and
¢ not to the beings which, however thy fuperiors, are
¢ yet the work of his hands. The moen is now be-
¢ tween us and the cve of day; ere it furround the
inhabitants of earth, Patna and Conlor thall return
¢ unto their parents; rejoice at the favour thewn unto
thy race, and reft in peace till a new moon bring
them tack into thy arms.”  So faying, the cmbraced
the young Patna and Coulor, and leaping into the
fountain, difappeas d with her chacge.

Ina few moments the children of Giualar found
themfclves on a wide extended plain, which was ter-
minated at one end by a noble palace. Moang. the
Genius who led them, bid them obferve that building.
¢ It is there,’ faid the kind female, ¢ that Patna and
¢ Coulor muft learn toknow good from evil, light frem
¢ darkness, But one thing obfcrve, my children, that
¢ filence be upon vour lips ; hear, fec, and learn, but
¢ offer not to mingle {peech with the Genii of man-
¢ kind. '

As foon as they arrived at the palace, Moange led
her little charge into a fpacious faloon, where, on
twenty-cight thrones of gold, fat the good race of
Genii; and beneath, on carpets covering the whole
faloon, were numberle(s of the lower clafs of Genii,
each with two or more cf the faithful under their
charge, who were permitted to hear the inftruétive
leflons of that ufeful race. Iracagem, whof throne and
canopy was more exalted than the reft, firlt began,

¢ O race of immortals,’ faid the filver-bearded fage,
¢ to whole care and protection the offspring of clay
are commisted, fav what hath been the fuccets of your
labours ; what vices have you punifhed; what vir-
tues rewarded ; what falfe lights have you extin.
guithed ! Helplefs race of mortals ; but for our pro-
teélion, how vain wounld be your toils, how endless
¢ your refearches !--~5ay virtuous companion,, {aid he
to the Genjus that was feated neareft him, ¢ let us

Ca ¢ hear
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¢ hear whar have been the effeéts of thy tutelary

< care ¥

Ar thefe words the Genius arofe from his throne,
and ftanding before it with a decent awe, thus began
his pleafing adventure---

¢ Arvour command, O fage Iracagem, my voice
* 1 all nor remain in flence: imall as my abilitics are
® in the prefervation of the human race, vet have I
¢ ¢ndeavoured to aét according to the precepts of our
< mafter Mahome:; and the fuccefs that has artended
€
4

my labours, may be in feme meafure known from
the Hiftory of the Merchant Abudah.’

TALE L

Tie Hifiory of the Merchant Abudah ; or, the
Tal:fman of Oremanes.

N the“centre of the quay of Bagdat, where the
wealth of the whele earth is poured forth for the
benefiz .of the faithful, lived the fortunate Abudah,
peliefied of the merchandize and riches of many vari-
ous nations, carefied by the mighty, and blefled by the
indigenr; daily provid ng for thoufands by his muni-
ficence, and winning daily the hearts of thoufands by
his charity and generofity. Bur however magnifi-
«cenitly or rovaily the days of Abudah might be fpent,
his nights were the nights of difturbance and affliction.
His wife, who was fairer than the greateft beauties of
Circafha, and his children, who were lovelier than the
offspring of the Fairies, 2and his riches, which were
greater than the defires of man could confume, were
unavailing to drive from his imagination the terrors
of the night, For no fooner was the merchant retired
within the walls of his chamber, than a little box,
which no art might remove from it’s place, advanced
withour help into the centre of the chamber, and
openng, difcovered to his fight the form of a diminu-
tive old hag, who, with crutches, hopped forward to
Abudah, and every night addreffed him in the follow-
ing -terms---¢ O Abudah, 1o whom Mahomer hath

¢ given
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¢ given fuch a profufion of bleflings, why dclayeft thou
¢ to fearch out the talifiman of Oromanes ? the which,
whoever poffeffeth, fhall know neither uneafinefs
nor difcontent; neither may he be affaulted by the
tricks of fortune, or the power of man. Till you
are poffeffcd of that valuable treafure, O Abudah,
my prefence fhall nigntly remind you of your idle-
nefs, and my cheft remain for ever in the cham.
¢ bers'of your repofe.

Having thus f{aid, the hag retired into her box,
fhaking her crutches, and with an hideous yell clofed
herfelf in, and left the unfortunate merchant on a bed
of doubt and anxicty for the rcft of the night.

This unwelcome vifitant @il repeating her threats,
rendered the life of Abudah moft miferable and fa-
tigning ¢+ ncither durft he tell his grievance, left the
ftrangenels of the adventure fhould rather move the
laughter than the compaffion of hisfriends. At length,
however, wearied out with the ftrange and importu-
nate demands of this nightly hag, he ventured to open
his mind ; and in the midft of his friends, atked pub-
licly, as he was feafting in his faloon, who could give
any account of the talifinan of Oromanes, or the place
where it was preferved. To this queftion his friends
could return him no fatisfaétory an?wer : they had all
indeed heard of it’s virtues, but defpaired of finding
it.  So that Abudah was forced to return again to the
upbraiding of his no€turnal hag, and knew not what
courfe to fteer in the purfuit of the appoiated treafure,

The next day he caufed it to be cried publicly in
the fircets of Bagdat, that Abudah the merchant would
give much riches to the man who could inform him
where the talifiman of Oromanes was lodged. This de-
claration was made for many days fucceflively, but no
one appeared to fatisfy the enquiries of the impatient
Abudah, .

After many days, a poor traveller, who had been
fpuiled of his” goods by the Arabians, paffing through

€ ;3 ; Bagdat,
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Bagdzt, heard the publication, and immediately offered
to go to Abudah, and make known the place where
the talifman of Oromanes was preferved. The friends
of the wealthy merchant jovfully carried the poor tra«
valler to the palace of Abudah, and with great tu-
mulr introdnced him to the merchant, who was fitting
on a low {ophz, and feemed entirely indifferent to the
mufic which plaved before him, the defert of ele-
gancies which were prepared for his food, and the ca-
reffis-of his wife and children, who endeavoured by
their tendernefs and affection to divert the gloom that
overithadowed him.

¢ Abudah,’ cried his friends, (lifting up their voices
together) ¢ behold the difcoverer of the talifman of
¢ Oromanes.’

At their voices the afffited merchart looked up,
Bike one awakened from a dream.

¢ This,” faid his friends, prefenting the poor travel-
fer to him, ¢ this is the man who will engage to point
“ out to you the walifman of Oromancs.

The traveller was now about to begin his relation,
when Abudah, having eyed him round, commanded
the anartment to be cleared, that no one but himfelf
might enjoy the difcovery. His family and friends
cbediently departed ; and the traveller, being left alone
with the merchant, thus began his tale.
¢ Your fortune and attendance, O wealthy citizen’
of Bagdat, allow of your fearch after the talifman of
Oromanes; but to the poor and needy, to the out-
cafisof forrune, no fuch happinefs is permitted : they
may indeed wander, and examine, but the talifman
15 for ever fhut up from their fearch; for infinite are
the expences which attend the difcoverv, and the
large rewards which muft be given to them who
¢ help the inquirer forward in his adventure after the
¢ facred talifman. Myfclf, O merchant, have flaved
¢ through life to obtain a fufficiency for that great end
¢ and purpofe ; but fince the prophes has repeatedly

¢ blafted
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¢ blafted my defigns, and reduced me to my criginal
¢ ftate of want, I muft endeavour to wedn my af.
¢ feftions, and reft contented, though unbleft,

¢ But, my friend, faid Abudah, ‘you neglet to in-
¢ form me where I may find or purchafe this heavealy
¢ talifman.

¢ It is lodged,” replyed the poor traveller, ¢ in the
¢ valley of Bocchim ; princes are it’s guardians, and it

¢ 15 treafured up amidit all the riches of the earth: -

© yoli cannot obtain admittance there, without you g0
¢ loaded with every variety that is coftly and expen-
“ five; which you muft prefent to the Genii, who keep
“ awarch over this earthly paradife of riches; and if
¢ your prefent be not fufficiently coftly, your labour
¢ 1s loft)’ : _
. ¢ I have,” cried Abudah, (rejoiced to hear the ta-
lifman might be obtained by riches) ¢ nine thoufand
¢ acres of pafturage around the rivers of Bagdat; I
‘-have twelve thoufand eftates of fruits, and oils, and
* corn; I have twenty-two mines of the fineft dia-
‘ monds, and fix hundred veflels which fith for and
¢ produce the moft coftly pearl; I have, moreover,
¢ eight hundred warehoufes, and four hundred ftore-
¢ rooms, filled with the moft precious bales of filks and

¢ brocades ; befides thefc, the fortunes of nine vizirs.

¢ mortgaged for an hundred years, and all the beauti-
“ full flaves of Circaffia are at my dipofal.’

¢ O happy, happy Abudah !’ interrupted the poor
traveller; ¢ thine then, and only thine, is it to pur-
¢ chafe a paffage into the valley of Bocehim.”

¢ If [o,” continued Abudah, overjoyed at the tra-
veller’s exclamation, ¢ dire¢t me inftantly to the en-
¢ trance of the valley.’

¢ Alas, Sir,’ anfwered the traveller, ‘it isin the d.-
‘ farts of Arabia, many days journey from lence ;
* befides your prefents are not veady, nor your guard,
“ left the Arabs {poil you of your riches, and preveat
¢ your application at the entrance of the valley of B:c-
“ chim : but if you will permit your fervant to direct

you
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' vou in the choice of the prefents, fome of which will
. take much time in preparing, by the next {pring you
 may fet forward, and {peedily find an iffue to your
journev.’ :

Abudah acquicfced in the arguments of the travel-
ler ; and having given orders that he fhould ufe as he
pleafed his inmenfe riches, he gave himfelf entirely up
to the meditation of the intended journey. The poor
traveller, having fufficient powers, difpofed of the riches
¢t Abudah to purchafe the neceflary prefents, and hired
nine thoufand archers to accompany the wealthy cara-
¥an of the merchant into the defarts. The appainted
tume being arrived, and everv thing prepared, Abudzh
took 2 render leave of his wife and family, and began
his journey with the peor traveller to the valley of
Bocchim.

The Merchant Abudak’s Adventure in the
V Hfff}' Qf Baa*éim.

N the ninth day of the third month, ere the fun

wes riing on the mofques of Bagdat, was the
fumpruous caravan drawn up in long order through
the fireets of that city, which Abudah beheld from his
windows. Five hundred archers, mounted on the
fleeteft courfers, led the van; behind whom were
tweivc ~heufand oxen, thirty thoufand fheep, and two
hundred cf the fineft horfes of .irabia. Next to thefe
came f:x hundred armed with pole-axes and fcymitars,
with filken banners, difslaying the bleflings of paftu-
rage, and the utilicy and conveniency of cattle for the
fervice of man. :
Afrer thefe were driven rwo hundred camels, Jaden
with all manner of dried and preferved fruits 3 a thou-
fand more with all forts of grain; a thoufand with the
richeft wines ; and five hundred with the moft pure
cil; five hundred more with | vices ard perfumces s
and behird thefe a thoufand armed hufiandmer, fing-
ing the bleflings of the earth, burning in cenfers ‘thc

mott coftly perfuincy, and btaiing Haxen and filken
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banners, reprefenting the feafons and annual labours
of hufbandry.

Thefe were of the firft day’s proceffion ; the fecond
began with five hundred miners armed with fledges
and hammers, whom a large car foilowed, drawn by
twenty ftrong oxen, having within it all the imple-
ments of iron ; and abové, in the upper part, an hero,
who commanded the armed men in the whole caval-
cade. Then came five hundred artificers, and after
them a car drawn by twenty mules with the imple-
ments of lead, and a curious artizan on the top of the
car, {inging the ufes of metals. Behind thefe came
five hundred more artificers, with their different tools,
and a car drawn by twenty horfes with caft figures,
ftatues, and implements of brafs, and a cunning arti-
ficer on the top of the car. After thefe followed a
thoufand artificers in filver, and a fumptuous car of
folid filver drawn by twelve unicorns, and laden with
plate and filver coin ; alfo an hundred camels behind,
laden alfo with filver ; and on the car fat the fteward
of Abudah. .

At a {mall diftance from thefe came forward a thou-
fand armed cap-a-pee, after the manner of Saracens ;
and behind thefe f%llowed, on fumptuous mules, five
hundred of the principle foreign merchants, richly ha-
bited, with the emblems of commerce curioufly
wrought in their garments, who were followed by an
cnormous car drawn by four clephants, laden with
golden emblems and devices, with great quantity of
that precious metal ; the car alfo was of beaten gold.
And mnto this, taking lcave of Abudah, afcended the
peor traveller, arraved in purple and gold, and point-
ed with a goiden rod toward the valley of Bocchim :
and thefe compleatcd the fecond days proceffion.

On the cliivd day iffued forth from the gates of Bag-
dat, the final proceffion of the caravan of the merchane
Abudah: a thoufand archers began the ceremony,
preceded by a martial band of mufic, and bearing
among their ranks fifty filken ftreamers interwoven
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with grld,and having the emblems of Abudah’s family
wrenghn m thelr centres.  Next to thefe came fifty
carrisycs laden with the richeft filks and brocades, and
two hundred furrounded the carriages arraved in the
difurent habits of two hundred nations 3 afrer whom
zme £tV negrees cn dromedarics, bearing about their

€
necks firings of the meft cofilv pearl.  After thefea
S A b

umhiﬂﬂ

n

a zrmad foldiers, afrer the European manner,
wko ata fmzll diftance were fellowed by an hundred
mutes, behind whem came in two hundred palanquins
a3 many beautiful flaves from Circatfia, cach guarded
by four eunucks, and clad in the richeft robes.

‘The next in procefficn was the merchant Abudah,
c¢rawn ia a charict of pearl of the moft curious work-
marihip, by ten milk-white ficeds, whofe trappings
were of g.dd.  Asto the garmenis of the merchant,
rothing could be cenceived more magnificent ; but
the fplendor ¢f the jewels that were interwoven with
the clothirg, exceeded the meft lavith defeription : on
each fide the charior 2 hundred nuficians attended, and
Lty flaves burning the cheiceft perfumes ; various
{plendid banners waved around him, and two hundred
friends behind of the higheft rank in the city of Bag-
dat,attended the illufirious and wealthy Abudah ; after
whom a thoufand archers, and nemberlefs camels faden
with all manner ‘of provifions, warer, and wine,
brought up the rear of this mzgnificent cavaleade.

On the thirccenth day they halted in a plain, bound-
ed on it's fides with lofty mountains, and at the far-
ther end with a deep foreft of cedars and palms.  Here
the poor traveller defeending with Abudah, walked
forward toward the foreft before them,

The traveller led Abudah into the foreft through
thickets almoft impervious, fave the blind path which
guided them forward. In this manner they paffed (il
the evening, when the traveller, entering a cave,
difappeared from the wondering Abudah, The mer-
chant effayed 1o follow him, bur locking into the cave,
he found it had no bottom, therefore he was obliged
to defift.

The
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The {un was now finking from the mountaivs, and
the glowing fkies {eemed to tip the.wocds wizh their
reddesing hight, Abudah being fat gued, fictt fought
out a tree, and climbed into 1t, refclved there to wait
the dawn of the morning. But the {evere fatigucs
had {fo much cxhaufted hum, that although he had re-
{olved to watch till the morning, yer fleep foon over-
powered him, and made him target either the wonders
or the dangers that {urrounded him,

Abudah, in the morning, when he awaked, was
furprifed at an unufual glitter about him 5 and leoking
more {tedfatt, he found the tree wherein he fat to be
of purc gold, and the leaves of filver, with fruit like
rubics hanging in clufieis on the branches,  Looking
around, he alfo beheld the face of the country as
though it had been changed; for on every fide ap.
peared the moft glorious palaces that eye could con-
ceive, glittering with filver, gold, and precious fiones ;
fo that the whole appcared more like an heavenly
than an earthly firnation.

Defeending full of wonder from the tree, he found
the vround he tred on to be geld dult, and the fones
pearls : thefe were covered with flowers which feem-
cd formed of vegetable cryflal, emeralds, and ame-
thyfts.  Trees and fhrubs of filver and geld met his
eve, growing almoft vifibly about him, At the fartheft
end of the profpect he beheld a vaft and exponded
deme, which feemed to cover a whole plain, and refe
to the clouds. The dome fhone (o brightly by the
reflection of the coltly materials of which it was com-
pofed, that he could hardly look towacd it. However,
as it feemed moft to take his attention, he advanced up
to the dome.

The dome, which was of entire gald, fiood upon
three hundred pillars of precicus ftone; one emerald
formed the fhaft of one pillar, onc diamoad the capi.
tal, and one ruby the pedefial; the intermediate fpaces
between the pillars wereof crvftal, one piece between
cach pillar; {o that the infide of the dome was }'iﬁbm

yom
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frem ali parts.  The architrave was of folid pear], in~
izid with curious emblems, compofed of feftoons of
amethyfrs, topazes, carbuncles, rubies, ¢meralds, fap.
thires, and the moft {parkling diamonds.

Abudah, though the richeft of mankird, was
firack with aftonithment at the profufion of riches and
teaury which he beheld ; and entering at one of the
fcur portals, (for the dome had four, one to each
quarter cof the heavens) he beheld an ancient form,
feated on 2 throne, which looked tco bright to diftin-
¢afh what glorious materials it was madeof. A great
number of crowned heads attended him; and thefe
were fupported by inferior beings, all clad in the moft
{uperb vefiments. All around the dome were placed,
with great beauty and fymmetry, numberlefs heaps of
wezlth and riches; and the very pavement on which
he trod was covered over with tapefiry carpet, repre-
{enting the riches of the earth, all in their naturat
colours,

Abudah, as abathed at this amazing magnificence,
and beholding fuch perfonages within the dome, was
retiring, when one of the chicf of the attendants, who
ftood neareft the throne, advancing, beckoned Abudzh
forward, The merchant obeyed with trembling, and,
a5 he came forward, bowed himfelf to the ground;
which the royal perfonage perceiving, who faton the
throne, {pake thus to him---

¢ Fear not, Abudah, thou hatt ever been a favourite
¢ of the genius of riches. I am thy friend ; and this
¢ journcy which thou haft undertaken in honour of
* me, in hope here to find the talifman of the great
¢ Oromanes, fhould not go unrewarded.--~-And firfi,
¢ lezd Abudah,’ faid he to the genius who had pre-
fented the merchant, ¢ through all my ftores, and let
¢ him view the riches of the carth: a fight that fo
¢ many thoufands long ardently to enjoy.’

The inferior genius obeyed ; and taking Abudah
by the band, he led him toward a roval palace,, facing
the eaftern fide of the dome, Here, as Abudah cg-

tere
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tered the palace, the walls' of which were of the
pureft filver, with windows of cryftal, he beheld in-
credible heaps of that precious metal, all {eemingly
compofed like branches of trees,

¢ What thou feeit here,” faid the genius, ¢ is tri-
fling 3 for thefc heaps, which feem to lie on the
furtace of the ground, rcally are of the fame depth
with the centre of the carth : fo that of this metal
alone, there is laid up more in value than all the
¢ifible riches of the world.’ :

The genius next carried Abudah toa fecond palace,

buile of pure gold, having windows like the firft,

Here, alfo, Abudah beheld the like profufion of gold ;
which, like the filver, continued down to the centre,
vext he was thewn, in an huge building of adamant,
a ciftern filled with the fragments of all manner of
precious ftones and diamonds, '
¢ Thefe, alfo,” faid the Genius, ¢ are not termi-
nated but by the centre of the carth, Now,” con-
tinucd he, ¢ as you obferved in the two firft palaces,
the filver and gold are the little branches which drop
from the trees of this vegetable valley of riches j as
all things on carth are fubjeét to decreale, which are
here carcfully colleéted, (for the rich are not exempt
from toil) and placed in thefe repofitories, the bottoms
of which, at the centre of the carth, arc grated, and
ler out fparingly thefe {fmaller fragments: fo likewife
of the jewels, which falllike fruit from the trees, and
break into little pieces; thefe areall thrown together
to ferve the carth, but none above fuch a fize are
admitted, nor indeed could they pafs through the
grating below,  Thus thefe metals and jewels mijng
with the carth, and being diffufed in its bowels, are
at length ftopped by the rocks and ftones, and fo
form mines in different parts of the world, each re-
quiring the induftry and labour of man, that the
may be brought the more {paringly into the world.’
Abudah, having viewed thefe things, returned ;
and being prefented to the Genius of Riches---
Yor, . D J Now;
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¢ Now,’ faid the Gerius, bring forth the iron cheft,
wherein it is {aid the talifman of Orpmanes js lodged.’
At the command of the Genius, ten of an inferior.
order brought in an huge cheft with fifty locks upon it;
the cneft itlelf was of iren, and bound rouzd with the
$rongeft baads, which were harder than adamant.
¢ There,’ faid the Gentus to Abudah, ¢ there is thy
reward : return to Bagdat, and live in peace all the
days of thy life,’

¢ Muft I then,’ replied Abudah, ¢ O beneficent
Genius, carry with me the cheft allo? or is it per-
mitted that I take from thence the talifman of Oro-
manes 3’ '

* Wouldft thou then,” replied the Genius, ¢ tzke
it from its place of fecurity > Whilit thou doft pof-
{efs the cheft, the taliiman i thine own, and the force
of man cannotbereave thee of it} Why, then, thould
curiofity prevail over fecurity # It is written in the
chronicles of time, that he who poffeffeth the talifman
of Oromanes fhall be happy : feek not, therefore, to
difentangle the talifman from it’s prefent fate of fe-
curity, vl it fail thee of its promiled efficacy. Take,
however, thefs fifty kevs; but beware left thy cu-
riofity alone tempt thee, for what mortal can fay if itg
refulgence be rot too much for man to behold I

Having thus faid, the Genius commanded Abudah
to lie down on the cheft, and immediatcly his eves
elofed, and not till the morring after did he awake,
and find himielf in a tent, on the plain where he had
left his immenfe caravan ; but now he found but forty
came}s and forty fervantstca-tend him.

Abucah enquired of his fervants, what became of
the riches and attendants that had travelled from Bag-
cat with him to that plain; but they could give no
enfwer. They faid, indeed, that they had heard of
fuch a caravan, and that they had for fome time miffed
their mafter from Bagdat; and that although they
weat over-night to their reft in his houfe at Bagdar.
they found themfeives with the tents and forty c?mclv:

aden
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Yden tvith provifion, on that plain in the mornings
and that coming into his tent, they faw him fleeping
on an iron cheft, and had removed him to the
fopha. ¢ And is the cheft here?’ cried Abudah.
¢ Here s, Sir,’ replied the flave that {poke, ¢ aniron
cheft of prodigious fize, and fecured with many
locks.’ :

Abudah immedidtelv drofe ; and though he could
not unravel the myfteries of his journey; yet feeing
the cheft; and finding the keys which the Genius had
given him, he was contented, and ordered them to
ftrike their tents, and begin their march for the city
of Bagdat. The theft was by long poles made falk
to four camels, which were placed in the centre of the
caravan, )

The mind of Abudah, though in pefieffion of the
cheft, was yct not without it’s apprehenfions that the
wild Arabs might come down upon his little party,
and bercave him of his treafure. The firlt day the
caravan reached a pool of whter, and on it’s banks the
careful Abudah ordered his retinue to pitch their tents,
and unload the camels from their burdens; and at the
fame time placed four of his flaves as centinels, toward
the four different quarters of his encampment; and
ordered the cheft, for the greater {eeurity; to be bua
ricd in the fand under his tent, while he endeavoured
to compofe himfelf for flumber. Nor were his fears
unreafonable, for at the hour of miduight a fmall party
of Arabs ftole down toward them, in order to encamp
there for the benefit of the water,

Abudah had notice from his flave, who looked tos
ward the weft, of their approach, and was likewife in-
formed that their number was {fmall; bur fuch was
his anxiety and irrefolution, and fear of lofing his
treafure or his life, that he dared not order them to be
attacked; or prepare for flight, Duriag this ineffecs |
tual aleercation and firuggle of Abudah with his fears,
one of the flaves, more daring than the reft, finding
his mafter fearful, encouraged his comrades, and

' D 2 marfhalling
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marfhalling them in order, led them toward the
rebkers,

The Arabs, who were not more than twenty in
nurzber, zt fight of a force fo much fuperior, turned
their backs, and ieft Abudah’s flave in quiet poffeffion
of their tents. But now the flave fecing the Arabs
flying frem before him, and obferving the fear of his
mafier, and the great concern that he had for the iron
cheft, addreffed himfclf to the reft of the flaves, and
ceclaring what immenft treafures there might lic hig
i that cheft, fecing their mafier bad left Bagdat to
fearch for i, and had fecured it with fo many locks,
perfuaded them to reb Abudah, and depart with the
riches to fomc cther country, where they might enjoy
the fru'ts cf their rapine. This being eafily agrecd
to, they 2ll in a body advanced to the tent of Abudah,
who came cut to meet 2nd thank them for their gal-
Iant behaviour.

The beld flzve thus made anfiver to his mafter’s
thanks.--

¢ The danger, O Abudzh, of defending thy riches,
contained in the iron cheft with many locks, fell al]
upon thy flaves; while thon, who wert to enjoy the
comfert of thofe riches, didft lie trembling in thy
tert: wherefore, we, who have borne the burden,
mean alfo to tharc the profits with thee; bur thae
thou mayeft fee that we are juft. one equal fhere-thall
be thy portion, and the reft belong to thofe who have
preferved to thee even the fhare that will be appointed
thee.,” Thefc words being ended, witheur any regard
to either the threatenings or prayers of Abudah, they
dug up the cheft; and having cleared away the fand,
demzndzd of him the keys of the fifty lecks.

Abudah, finding them inexorable, befought them
that they would at leatt give him a dav to confider of
their propofal. ¢ What,” replicd the beid flave, ¢ a
cay ? Why, merchant, long erc that will a thoufand
Arabs be upon us, invited by thofe that are fled ; and
we fhall fuffer death, and you and all entirely lofe

the
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the valudble polfeffions which are doubtlefs contained
in that firong cheft of iron.” It was in vain that, in
return, the merchant affured them, that there was
nothing thereil but a poor talifman, whofe virtues
they could not know ; and promifed them all liberty
and riches if they arrived {afe in Bagdat with the
cheit. They had gone too far to truf his promifes ;
and the flave who was their ring-leader, ordering all
to retire, [eft Abudzh for half an hour to think of
their propofal.

Abudah, as foon as they had left him; threw him-
felf upon the cheft, as one who was grafping all that
was dear to him, and with a loud figh began to la.
ment his fate; when, as before, a fleep overtaking
him, he funk motionlefs on his treafure; At mid=
night he awaked, and turning his eyes around, per~
ceived he was in the dpartments of his feraglio ag
Bagdar, and that his wife was fleeping near him om
the lopha. The recollection of his happy eftape imme-
diately got poffeffion of his mind ; and he doubted nog
but he fhould find his cheft as he had done before.
Whercfore; before he faluted; or indeed thought of
his veife, taking one of the fweet-fcented lamps, thas
alwagzs were burning in the centre of his apartment,
he perceived the chelt in the very cortier where, be-
fore, the box which had caufed him fo much unea-
finefs, ufed to remain fixed. -

Abudah now fecling for, and taking out the fifty
keys, thought himfelf the happieft of mankind: The
danger which he conceived t%e talifman might be in,
from lying in a cheft (o confpicuous, and which he
had already experienced, determined him, at all ha-
zards, to unlock with his fifty keys the iron cheft,
and take the talifman out, and always wear it con~
cealed about him. With this view he began to try
the firfl key, which, to his amazement, would fic.
neither of the fifty locks. At this he began to fufpet
that either the Genius of Riches had miftaken, which
he could hardly fuppofe, or that fome evil Genius had

D3 changed
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changed them in his bofem. ¢ However,’ faid he to
himielf, ¢ perhaps as one key will open none, onc alfo
may openall :* fo taking one bv one, he tried them all,
but neither of the afty keys would open a fingle lock.
Abudah, ar this difcovery, flung himfelf on the
fopha, and began to lament his miferable fate. But
he feon refolved to try the Kevs a fecond time : ¢ for,”
{a1d he, ¢ fome key I have poflibly miffed, and fuch a
treafure cannot be cxrected without much labovr and
pains.” At this he rofe up, and was going toward the
cheft ; when, fiarting at a noifc in the centre of the
room, he beheld the little box, which had been the firft
caufe of all his grief; and was faluted by the old hag;
who hobbled out from her confinement, and began
to terrify the afflifted merchant in the following
terms.---
¢ O, fenfelefs Abudzh! to hope that the talifman of
romanes might be bought with riches. Thou haft
indeed a cheft, but theu has neither 2 means, nor
canft thou force open this cheft to {zarch for thy trea-
fure ; whar then art thou the better for thy poffef-
fion, or happier for thy cheft of iron ? It will, indeed,
convey thee where thou defireft, and thou mayeft reit
ipon it; but wzking, thou feeleft the tortuws of
anxiety, and feeieft them the fharper, becaufe thou
Tearef to Jofe what thou canft not cnjov : go, then, and
fearch till thou findefttke kevsof the fitty lockss but
te not {o fenfilefs aste fuppole, that the Genius would
have parted with the trcafure, could he have made
any ufe of it. Im a far different country muft thou
hope to find thole keys which wiil unlock that cheft ;
2 joyous country, where {erenity ever dwells, and plea-
fure reigns eterpal.
€ A fhortrefpice will T give thee ; but cre this mocn.
be pafled, let me fnd vou aftive, or I fhall invent
double horrors to furround you,” Having thus {aid,
the box clofed, and in an infiant Abudah beheld it
mcunted on the cheft, which he vaialy hoped would
have drove {uch 2 troublefome guet from his }Euﬂtr.
it
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- And now Selima, his wife, awaking, beheld with
furprize her hufband Abudeh drowned in tears by
her fide.  She inftantly prefied him in her arms, and,
in tranfports, enquired by what happy fate he was
returncd,

“ Whr, know ye not,” replied Abudah, ¢ that the
third merning, as I meunted the car, which the tra.
veller had prepared for me, and was arrayed in my
beft veftments of gold and diamonds, having a pro-
ceflion the length of two days before me, and fuch a
numerous retinuc of all the nobles of Bagdat, and
having archers innumerable attending myv fplendid
caravan, which was moving toward the valley. 3

* O my dear Abudah,” faid Sclima, interrupting
him, ¢ with what madnefs hath thet wicked en-
chanter poffeffed you? What car? what veftments ?
what procefion doth my lord tatk of 2 There came,
indecd, (brought by thofe who cailed themfelves your
friends) a poor wretch here, who has embezzled the
greater part of your riches,-and who often taiked in
private with you 5 and this continued for fome months,
during which time vou never attended to the {peech
of vour friends, but feemed wrapped up in that {pe-
cious villain, who at ait touk you to the room frent-
ing the gateway of the city, and there for two days
you continued looking our, and {eemed to be in rap-
tures, talking of more riches than the world contatns
and the third day, though he fill continued by you,
you pertified he was gone,  Yet he went forth, and
you followed him 5 and getting into a lictle vehicle, he
piaced himfelf behind you, and your family have from
that dav lamented vour abfence.”

At this recital Abudah turned his face on the (opha,
and {pake no more for {everal hours. At laft, rifing
from the {ipha, ¢ Fool, indeed, that T was !’ faid he,
to trult the account of a miferable impoftor, or believe
that the talifiman of Oroimancs might be purchafed
with riches

¢ O, rather,’
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¢ O, rather,” replied Sclima, ¢ may my lord fhd
peace 1a this city, and comfort from his family whe
ad-re him,’

¢ It was there,” anfivered the merchant, ¢ that [
ence hoped to find it; but fatiety, which I will not
fufier to breed difzuft, forces me at leaft to be indif-
fercnt to the pleafures which furround me. Ne, Se-
hma, I have a noflurnzl monitor, who will net per-
rut me to reft till I have made myfelf mafter of the
talifman of the perfet Oromanes. It is fome know-
ledge ro perceive our errors ; and, at Jea®t, I am nearer
tne pofleflion of the taiifman, as my lat journey,
theugh it has not given me the relifman idtlf, has
¥ct furnithed me with the means of cbtaining it.”

Having thus fpoke, he feemed for a time cafv and
refigned, and endiavoured by love and tendernefs to
fooih the affliction of the weeping Selima. The moon
patied in all thofe endearments which holy love in-
foires, when the perfecuted merehant was again a-
wakened by his midnight hag, and commanded to
purfue his journey after the talifman of Oromanes.

Abydah was about o reply, when on a fudden he
heard the moft ravithing mufic, and immediately
fubnile and precicus perfumes filled the chamber, and
a fmall cloud gahering from the rocf deicended, and
expanding, produced to his view a moft exquifite
bezutv, habited like the & ernal Houri’s, bedecked
with chaplets of delicate, ever-living flowers, hold-
Ing in one hand a crvftal cup, and wich the other
preiiing out the fparkling juice from a fwvelling clutter
of delicious grapes.

¢ Here, faithful Abudzh,’ began the lovely form,
¢ receive from thefe humble hands the cup which will
infpire y:u with the knowledge of the talifman of
Oromanes ; quaff off this delicious draughr, and res
clining your’elf on the iron cheft, that faithful trea:
fure will, at a wifh, convey you to thofe happy realms,
where, without a guard, the keys of all thy pleafures
dre preferved.’ At
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At thefe words, with grace ineffable, fhe advanced
tothc tranfportcd mucl.ant s who, with thr‘llmg_;o»,
received from her worv hands _the rich, fparkling
draught, and f{ucked it in with mad dth_nu' The
Houri lmmcdlatcly difappeared, and Abudah falling
fenfelets on the chefty refigned himiclf to fleep, and to

a lecond adventure,

The fecond Adventure of the Merchant Abudatk,
iz the Groves of Shada) 1.

BUDAH awaking at the chearful found of in-
numerable birds who fat around him, and firove
for maftery in their fweet notes, found himfelf lying in
a lovely pavilion ftrewed with freth lilies and refts,
and filled with the moft ravithing perfumes: the
downy { pha on which he reciined was of the fineft
filk, wrought with curious devices, and executed with
fuch lifc and {pirit, that Howers fcemed in the mimic
work to {oring forth from under him. The rifing
fim, which appeared over the blue diftant hille, and
warmed the awaking day; the chorifters of the
eroves, whofe mulody was {oftened by the gentle mo-
tion of the air; the unfpeakable clegance of the pas
vilign, which feemed formed by the powers of har~
mony ; and the delicious fragments of} the air ; tran{-
portLd the merchant with the moit p‘caﬁng {erfa<
ticns @ Lic could not for{ume time believe his exiftence,
but fuppafed thar he was fill under the influences of
the delightful vifion which had the night before taken
p-om.iﬁon of him. He turned his eves on all fideg
to meet with new delights ; which, though fumptuous
and coftly, owed more lulire to thm delicacy and dif-
pofition, than to the expenfive materials out ‘of which
they were formned.

But if fuch were the ravifhing delights within,
Abudah thought them much realized, when he was
eonvinced be was awane; and by flepping forward
out of the pavilion, he beheld every enchanting objeét

that art and naturc could unite. Thc, pavilion itfclf
ftood
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fiood upona rifing mount; in the midft of amoft be'su.
tiful green, and was partly fhaded by fome upright
palm<, and a fcatrered grove of oranges and citrons,
which on all fides, by beautiful brakes, gave a view of
the ncighbouring paradife. The centre of the pa-
¥ilion opened to the lawn, which was befer with eles
gant tuits of the mofl delichtful verdure.

Bluthing and tranfparent fruits pecped from be-
tween the feliare, and every coloured, eterv feented
fower, in agreeable variety, intermingled \with the
grafs, and prefented o Abudzh’s eves the garden-
werk of luxuriant nzture; Here rofes, with weods
bires entwired, appeared in beauteous contention :
here Lifcions grapes adorred the barren branches of
tite fately elm; while beneath firaved the rich flocks,
or birds of various feather; fome in numbers upon
the ground, and fome paired in trces, which added a
new varicty to the feene. At the bottom of the lawn
ran a clear and tranfparent ftream, which gently
waibed the margin of the green, and {eemed to feed
it as it pefled. On the other fide a grove of myrtles,
intermixed with refes and flowering thrubs, led into
Thadv mazes; in the midfk of which appeared the
ghrtering tops of other elegant pavilions, fome of
which food juft en the brink of the river, others had
wide avenues leading through the greves, and others
were aimoit hidden from the fight by the intervening
wonds.

Abudzh direfting his fteps towards the fiream,
found there ani elegant barge, ma=ned by ten beautiful
youths, whofe garments were of azure, trimmed with
gold: They beckoned the happv merchanr, and re«
ceived him with the urmott aflabi.ity into their bark ;
then ail at once plying their refulgent oars, thev made
the chrvfial flood fparkle with their readv ftrokes,
‘The boat rode lightly on the buxom ftrcam, and as i:
pafied through the meanders of the current, evary
moment preﬁ:nted a rew and firiking profpeét of
bsauties to the delighted Abudah. Hanging rocks of

ditferens
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diferent hues ; woads of {pices, and perfurnes breath,,
ing {weetnefs over the cool iiream ; fruits refleéted in
double luftre in the clear waves; ihrubs dropping
thelr rofes on them as they pafled; flocks and herds
flanding gozing at thidv owa images in the deep;
others drinking of the tran{parent waters ; and fome,.
mor. {atisfied, frifking on ttc lawns, or chafing each
othcr in {port among the trecs.

At length the ftream growing wider, opened into a
fpaci us-lake, which was half furrounded with a rifing
hlly on which might be feen intermixed with groves,
various gy pavliions, palaces, theatres, rotundos, obe,
litks, temples, pillars, towers, and other curious marks
of clegance and Juxury ; various pleafurc-boats were:
failing on the furface of the lake, fume with gawdy
banners fanning the winds, others with pleafing firuc.
ture for fkade and cntertainment; in one beat gay
mufic; in another banquets; in a third deferts of the
finct fruits, viands, cculingliqum‘s; and gay company
in all; who Jeoked more blooming than the fons of the
Genii, or the daughters of the Fairics, At the extre-
mities of the fwelling hill, ran glittering cafcades
and o'er the pendant rocks, dropped down the moft
[oxuriant vines, whofe m deft E:aves attempted in
vain to hide their lufcious and tranfparent fruic from
tae curious eye of the obferver, Atthe extremity of
the Jake, which, by its purc waters, expofed the
vellow golden fand on which it wantoned, two freams
ran toward the right and left of the hill, and left
themfelves amidft the grove, pafturage, lawns, hil-
lucks, and romantic fcenes of the adjacent country ;
where lofty gilded fpircs, fivelling domes, and other
curous labours, were partly concealed, and partly
difcovered by the blue ¢xpanfe of fky, which at laft
feemed blended with the country, and terminated the
profpeét of the groves of Shadaiki.

The beaatiful watermen, who in alternate fong
Kept time with their oars, were now almoft a2t the
vrther fide of the lake, and in the centre of the fhorg

| wherk ™
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swhere Abudah had beheld the mixed groves, temples,

and paviliens. A lLitle creek, thaded with myrtles
and cedars, was the place where Abudah was deftined
tojand. Here, as ke arproached, ten beanteous fajr
eaes, drefled like the Geni of the woods, ftosd ready
to receive him, which they did with the moft amiable
and plealing addrefs,

The b-at havirg {anded the merchant, fhot again
fwiftly over the lake, and mixed wizh the gar page.
ants on the water, while the fair firangers invited
Abuadah toward the palaces which were feattered o
the hill.

Having paff=d throvgh feveral fragrant avenues of
trees, laden either with fhade, frui:, or Hower, they
brougat him toward an clegant building, whofe front
faced the lake from whence they came; here, amidit
par:icires and beds of flowers, a bread plat led them to
the entrance of the palace, where all the lavith orna.
ments of art and feulpture were difplaved in the moit
reined (rmmetry 5 light polithed f1:a'ts, airy devices,
hizhly finithed entablatures, and other fanciful deco.
Tzt]ang, formed the building, which was more calcu-
lated w0 give the ideas of pleafure than magnificence,
and hzd more eafe than lzhour confpicuous,

Toward this manfien the ren beauties led the Wav,
and introduced Abudeh into 2 grand hall adorncd
with lively groups of delicate fiatuss, in al] attitudes and
attions : fame reprefenting the lovely wood nymphs;
feme the naked beautics of the fluod ; others purfuing
locers; others the coyly willi g virgine, who feemed,
€7EN in the ivery in which they were carved, to thew
a foft relnétance.

Between the fiatves were pictures of every jov the
heareconeeives ; the lufcious banquet 5 the wild efeds
of the calivening sranc; the various nleafures of the
diferent feafuns; the country and the court ; the
amecrous {wains ; the genele fzir; the mized dance:
cie various feraghio; the gay-decked ful:ana, and the
Jeys of fweet retiremeny wich the favourite nymyh,

Thelz
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Thefe all were fo lively in their different colours and
complexions, that they {feemed to the eyes of Abudah
as moving pictures,

Next the ten beauties led the merchant into an inner
apartment, adorned with the fuftett fophas, whofe
walls were one entire mirror, which refleéted the ten
beauties to the amorous Abudah ten thoufand ways ;
while {miles and {oft languifhing looks darting from
on all fides at once upon him, ravithed his {enfes be-
yond the power of defcription.  From this apartment
2 door epened into a fpacious rotundo, lighted from
the top by the fun, and the {ides fupported by ems-
blematic pillars. In the middle of this rotundo Abu.
dzh beheld a bath, and round it were eleven doors,
which l¢d to as many fophas. Into one of thefe the
ten beauties led the merchant, and prepared him for
the bath ; and in the others, the ten put off their own
fuperfluous garments ; after which they brought the
ravithed merchant, and plunged him in the bath;
which was prepared of warm and fweet-fcented
waters, :

The nature of Abudah eould fearce refift the lan-
guifhing powers of this place, and he {unk into the
arms of his fair attendants, who now led him onward
to0 the other fide of the rotundo into a wardrobe fur-
nithed with the moft airy and fanciful dreffes here
gvery onc chofe as they liked. Abudah was prefented
by the ten beautics with a pink fuit, embroidered
with myrtle twigs of filver, and flowers of pearl; but
firft they fprinkled him with fweet-fmelling effences,
and with a fragrant wafh rencwed his complexion,
and gave to lam a fecond youth.

They next arrayed themfelves in cofily robes of di-
vers colours, and like Abudah, added by that fragrant
wafh a new bloom to their clegant complexions. From
the wardrobe a daor opened to a {pacious (aloon : here
Abudah was invited to a fopha, and immediately cach
fair beauty was laden with dithes ; every luxury,
every rarity was theve, Abudah and his fair company.

Vou. I, E began
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began the benquet, whiic Genii invifible adminiftered
to them rich fparkliag wines, high fzuces, congealed
Liqu-rs; fruissof every kind, the nettarine, the Per-
fian apple, the lordly pine, the lufcious grape, the
cooiing pomegrarate, the juicy pear, were heaped bev
fore them, nill Nature was net oaly fadsiiad, but tired
with prefufion. Thea followed the full and racy
wines, forbidden indeed by Mahomet, but net forbid-
cen in the greves of Shadadki; the fweet-mears and
preferves, and befide thefe, every luxury which could
ftimulate and reuze the jaded appstive.

During this repaff, the beautiful companions of
Abacah began to chalienge each cther with lively
{ongs and mirthiful jkes; while the rapturous mer-
chant, with fparkifing eves, the quick eifefts of wine
and for g, beheld each with equal flame, and knew not,
20 {uch exquiate variety, where to fix his choice, The
banquet bri ging on faioty, after wathing they arofe,
and this lovely trainled Abudah (the evening drawing
on) into the vardens of the palace.

After walking by feveral cosling fountains and
{weer-fmelling groves, they came to a magnificent
terrafs, crouded with gay youths and beauties, in the
mofi fa~taftical mafquerades. All nations might be {een
upon tais variegated rerrafs, and the beautics of every
clime ; atl converfation was here indulged, though the
pleafures of life was the univerfal topic, Cooling k-
quors, fruits, cakes, creams, and wines, werc {pread
on the fiowery banks on cach fide the terrafs, and in
arbours ¢f oranges and-mvriles, or {weer jalmines,
where any company, as they pleafed, retired ; behind
the trees and {fhrubs were placed large bands of mufic,
formerimes infpiring, 2nd fumetimes melting the iearts
of their 2uditore. i

The fun wes fetting, jaft as Abudah had giined
the centre of this extentive terrafs (for his com { anions
had left him to join what company he pliafed}, Here
e perceived on a large green planted ruund witd oty
Pzilm, under wiich grew every kind of fhrub, a moft
! ' ' exrenfive -
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#«tenfive building, of an obleng form, and fupportéd
by feven hundred magnificent pillars, where the crowd
from the terrafs were retiring.  Abudah entered with
the reft, and advanced iuto the rcom, which was
lighted up with numberlefs luftres, and furnifhed ali
round with {ilken canopics, each havirg under it
fophas of the richeft velver, Herethe gay affembly;
2s foon as the mufic from the gallery firuck up, begad
the dance, nor could the pleafed merchant refrain fron
the enlivening metion. Thus paffed the fleeting hours,
till exercife renewed their appetites for the banquet.

Oa a fudden, while each fair-one, and her cn-
amoured partner, were refting on the fophas, whicl
furrounded the room, a noble banquet was fpread, to
which Abudah was about to rife, when his partner
pulling him by his garment, bid him wait till the
queen of pleafures honoured that bright affembly with
her prefence. Ere long the {ofteft mufic began to
{ound, an hundred choirilters in mafquerade habits en-
tered the affembly, finging the plealures of women,
company and wine. Thfe were followed by forty
voung maidens, fcattering rofes and violets around g
atter which came forward, under a canopy fupported
by twelve beautiful bovs, the queen of pleafures; at
her approach the company avefe, and with the utmofk
adoration proftrated themfulves before her.

When the queen was {iated on a throne at the
upper end of the rooi, and the banquet was about to
begin, the ordeved her maidens to find out the firanger
who came yefterday to vifit her deminions. Immea
diately Abudah was brought before her, who proftrat-
ang himfelf at her feet, fhe, with a fmile, gave him her
hand, and commanded him to rife.

* O, happy Abudal,” faid the queen of pleafures,
whom the fares ordained to bring into thefe delighta
ful regions the cheft of the valley of Bocchim! The
fuperior Genii envying the happinels which we unre«
ftrained Genii enjoyed, contrived to divide the keys
and the cheft, which, as tradiion declargs, containg

E 2 © o Side
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the talifman of Oromanes ; and yeu, O Abudzh, are tha
man who art deftined 10 unire them. Worthy, Abu-
dzh, for {uch fervices, of the lovaof thy flaves. Come
then, thou prince of my affetions, and thare with me
the pleafures of thefe happy croves.’

She then commanded the company to pay Abudah
the honours they ufed to pav her; and, with a pref-
fing tendernefs, obliged him to fhare with her .the
torone of plsafure. Abudah now conceived himfclf
the happielt of mankind; the alluring charms of the
gueen of plzlires, whefe beantics were almoit too
excuifite to behold, caufd his veins toboil in mad de-
Liznt: bur when, with all the fondnefs of 2 dozating
mutredy, the feized him by the hand, and with eyes,

m full of ove, fhe fimmed to gaze with tranf
upon him, his pzifion knew no bounds, he com-
G enteriainment to ceafe, and with tumui-
ajte, led the yielding quesn to the remoteft
RCTY. AL now the company retiring, cach under
€5, the reem was all hufked and filence.
way e uightin the groves of Shadafkis
cught refleftion and fatiety ;3 and

¢ impatience, befought the queen
arrender him the keys of the iren
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‘ My ever-loved Abudah,’ replied the queen, ¢ be-
hzld the cheft in the.centre of my temple, and here
are the :cvs for my adventurous hero; go, happy
Abudah, and purchafe a perpetuity in thefe never-
fzding arms, by the poffeffion of the talifman of the
pizalure-giving Oromanes,’

Abudzl, having rectived the keys, jumped forward
from tue paviliion to the middle of the temple; and,
like 2 m2a juft entering on a new purfuit, with greas
impatience began to open the fifty lecks, The locks,
being only rouched by the keys, fow from their {taples,
and the merchant, in a few minutes, had conquered
foriy-nine of the cbitacles of his happinefs: as he was
epening the lalt—' O queen,” faid he, ¢ come for.

ward,
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ward, and fee me finith this defirable adventure!*
The lat I.ck tambled off juft as the queen arrived ae
the cheft, and Abudahbefought her to thare with him
the pleafures of exploring the treafures of the cheft,
But no fooner did the merchant ficop to open the lid
of the iron cheft, than a fudden darknefs enfued, and
m a mament the loud thunder cracked around him,
and ftreams of crooked lightnings, with horrjd blaze,
encircled the attonithed Abudah,

The fhricks and crics of the once-gav fer, who were
mdulging under the canopics, next firuck his ears
fome, already blafied by the lightning, withered away

-
-

others, the ruins of the temple failing in huge frag-
ments, half buricd in the earthy the reft in mad-
nels running to and fro in defpair, tore each other o
picces, The red angry lightnii g fill continuing,
Abudah, in the uumoft angui b, leoked toward the
queen ; when, O fearful fight! he faw her foft form
parching and contracting by the lames, and her whole
body diminithing, till by degrecs, inftead of eyes
brimful of love, he beheld the little old hag, with
fury fafhing from her looks.

“ Wreteh, as well as focl,” faid fhe, with a voice
that pierced his inmoft fenfe, ¢ how dareft thou ro
prefume to feck the talifman of Oromanes amidft the
vauitics and intemperance of this filthy greve ! But I
Jeave you toenjov the firuation yeu are {5 fond of, be
this dungeon of luft your prifon, here wander, and
contemplate the plealures you have cholen.’

Thus faving, the ftruck Abudah with her crutch,
and vaniihed from his fight ; the touch of her noxious
crutch filled him with aching pains, and the dead bo-
dies and the groans of thofe dying around him, in-
fpired the wretched merchant with the urmoft horror
and defpair. He wandered for a long time in what Le
now bdlicved an endlefs cavern, without bighty and
to add to his wretchednels, every ftep he took, he trod
on fome venomous creature. The ferpents hifled athim
as he pafled, the wads fpit malignant jire, and the afps

3 Wwinlig
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twining round his legs, {pewed their venom on him,
and marked Abudah with a thoufand blotches., Thus
comtinued he wandering to and fro, with great cau-
tion, about the difmal cavern, not more tormented
with the greans cf others, than his own difmal and
heart-aching thoughts, which made him weep and
tremble every flep he took, After many weary
fearches for an end, or place to efcape, he felt fome-
what larger than common feize him by the leg, upon
which the poor wretch fuppefed he was in the gripe of
an enormous ferpent, aid began fhricking with fear
and rerror, when a veice, like that of defpair, fpoke as
follows—

* What wretch art thou, who yat remaineft alive,
inthis cavern of defolation and death 3’

Abudah, theugh &ill in terror, was yet fomewhat
comioried, to find fome companion in kis miferies, and
thusanfiered him—

* I am, indced, 2 wretch mifled in my fearches aftex
the taliiman of Orcmanes !’

¢ What,” anfivered the voice, ¢ waft thou fool
enough to fuppefe, tha: vicious pleafure was the road
to that nobie jewel ¢ It were then,” continued the
veice, ¢ an ealy purchafe ; but rough is the path, and
high the mount, on which the: trezfure ic preferved.

© Alas! anfiverzd Abudzh, ¢ it martters not to me,
wiere or how this taiitman i difocfed, who am thus
fur ever inclefed in thefe wails of wreschedneft)

¢ We may rife, bur canrst fink lower,” anfwered
the voice, * when we are at the bottom, and perhaps
the meoft barrer ground wili vizld the richeft mines
ke theu but retelved 20 traad the craoked and labori-
cus path, and T will infirudt thee, for within thefe ca-
verns tegins the winding afcent.

¢ O fiend, or Genii, or wharfocver elfe thou art,’
returned the merchant, ¢ place me but in the track,
and o cdangers thall deter me: for what has he to
fear, who is Eeyond hope 7

¢ Take,
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¢ Take, then,’ anfivered the veice, ¢ thy way as
the cavern defcends, and fear not to ftoop in crder to
1ife, for in the loweft part of this cavern is fruated
the opening you muft afcend.’

As the vcice ended, Abudah found his feet ar [i-
berty, and began to feel out for the cavern's defeent.
The lower he went, the more filth and fiench he-
found ; to which, fubmitting with patience, he, by a
long pallage, fometimes crawling under rugged archies,
fometimes wading in muyd and dirt, and in total dark-
nefs, attained the end of the cavern, where he fumbicd
on fome narrow fteps, but could fee no light, and wus
nearly fuffccated with the ncilume vapours. The
winding afcent was fo intricate, and clogged with
dirt and rubbifh, that the merchant worked Tike a mole
In the dark ; but by his induftry, he gained ground
confiderably : yet what moltly tormented him, was,
that as often as he endeavoured to mount, the fteps
would flip from under him, and he would come
‘tumbling down with a weight of dirt upon him, and
then had allhis work to do over again. ~ Nothing but
his intolerable fituation and loft condition could have
fupported the merchant 1n this odious undertaking g
but meannefs and wretchednefs know ne evils greater -
than themfelves.

After various labours Abudah arrived at a little
Kind of refting-place, from whence the fteps began to
enlarge, and by degrees he perceived from above a
glimmering light; to which afending, the nearer he
drew to it, the plainer he could hear a confufed found
of voices ecchoing from the top, which increafed as
he rofe, till he could plainly diftinguifh it muft proceed
from fome great concourfe of people without.” When
he had reached the uppermoft ftep, over which an hole
opened fufficient for a man to crawl through, the
ciamours without were fo terrifying, that he feared to
procecd : at laft, confidering that death muft be the
Lonfequence of remaining in the cavern, he boldly
ventured forth,

The
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The Merchant Abudak’'s Third Adventure,
in the Kingdom of Taffr.

NO fooner did the merchant Abudah appear through
the opening of the cavern, than ten thoufand
voices cried cut all at once—¢ Long live our fulsan,
tchem the mountains of Tafei have brought forth !’
And Abudzh looking around, faw an infinite concourfe
of peeple round the mountain, and beyond them a moft
pientiful countrv, with cities and towns fcatrered
among the vallies which cpered to his view.

A number of cunuchs and vizirs fiepped forward to
difengzge Abudah fromthe mouth of the cavern, who
was fo Ipent with his infirmities, fores, and fatigue,
that he was cbliged 1o be fupported. Immediately a
princely robe was thrown ever him, and a coitly tur-
ban put upen his head ; the concourfe fill crying our,
with extacv and rzprure—* Long live cur fulan,
whom the mounzains of Tafci have brought forth !’

Siiezce being commanded, the grand vizir, with a
long trzin, came teward Abundsh; and, with all the

ople, proftrating himtc!f before the merchant, thus
addreffed himfeif 1o Abudah—

¢ Behold, O shou, before whefe prefence even the
fun is darknefs ! behcld, O wonder of mankind, moft
facred progeny of Talgi! thou miracle of beauty!
thou mirror of perfection! thou moft glorious fultan
of earthly prirces! thou diamord of pature! thou
guardan of the world! behold thy profirate flaves;
whefe wifh is only to Iav dswn as thy feot-ftools, and
to be trodden under thy feet es the dutt of the plain !
Thine, O falzan, is ail earthly happinefs ! thine, every
perfection of body and mind! thine, all power from
the mountains of thy parent Tafgi, to the parching
“defarts of Shezraliah, which forbid the approach of the
firanger to the kirgdims of our invincible {ulran.
Rule, thercfore, thy flavcs, according unto thy plea-
fure, and know but cne-will in the plains and cities,
which by thy permiffion and bounty thy flaves inhaf;t-'

5
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As the grand vizir, fill proftrate with the peeple,
ttered thefe words, they all with cne veice re-
peated—* O {ultan, whem the mountains of Tafzi
have brought forth, rule thy flaves according to thy

feafure I

Abudah, filled with conceit, and bloated with pride,
had almnft forgot his pains and infirmities in this flat-
icritg applanfe; he fet his foot on the neck of the
viir with the utmoft baughtine(s, and commanded
him t conduét him to the feraglios of his aneeftors.
A number of flaves and eunuchs brought a magnificent
threne of ivery, with a cannpy of golden embroidery
thrown over it, into which Abudah a'cended, and was
borne on the thoulders of the grandces and vizirs of
bt mewe acquived kingdem. The retinue winding
reund the hill, brought Abudah in fight of an extenw
five encempment, which, after the eaftern manner,
was of ditferent colours ; one divifion yellow, one
blue, another white, fome red, fome green, and all
aderned with filver or gold, In the centre of this
fplendid armament tood the royal teat, which fhone
vl theJuftre of the gold and lively blue velves, of
wiich it was compofud, and looked rather like a palace
than 2 tent.

Here Abudah was feated on his throne, and the
nobles having done obeifance, Abudah commanded all
but the grand vizir to depart. The reft being gone,
the grand vizir again proftrating himfelf before Abu-
cah, cried out, ¢ May my lord, the fultan of Talgi,
ever rule over Harran his flave,’

¢ Harran,” anfivered Abudah, ¢ arife and declare to
me the caufe of this encampment, and why the armies
of Talgiarc thus fcattered on the plains.’ :

* Qur renowned Sulian Rammafin,’ replied the
vizir Harran, ¢ made it his cuCom to take the field in
fummer, to terrify his foes s but in the midft of this
campaign, it pleafed the powers, who prefide over the
mountains of Tafgi, to call him from us, and blefs us

with the prefence of my lord, before whom I ﬁ:%‘xd.
or
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For fince the time that the defcendants of Mahomet,
involved our kingdum in perpetual blocdthed, we have
been warned by ‘the oracles of Talgi to expe& a king
from the womb of the mountain, thar no divifion of
families, or contention among brethren, might difturb
the peace of thefe happy kin u'doms.

¢ And whe,” f2id Abudah ¢ arc the ncighbours of
my kingdom b{:y ohd thefe mnuntains :

C Tm:v are,’ 1¢.p11~,d the vizir, ¢ O Sukan, an harm-
Iefs inoffenfive race, which was the caufe that the
Sulran Rammaﬁn would not make war upon them,

aithough their territories cxt:.nd to the {ea-coaft, and
would be a noble addizion to thie Kingdom of the Sultan
¢f Tafgi,

¢ Rammafiz, then,” anfivered Abudah, ¢ wanteda
neblcrefs of fcul, to fir down contented with lefs than
ha mighr have enjoved: but Abudah, your prefent
faltan, will give their lands to the flaves ‘of Ta afgi, and
:xfend his dominions even over the waves and the
tEIﬂP )’

¢ My roval mafter will thercby,” anfwered the
vizir, ¢ gdm the hearis of his { i{m.rk who have long

ized inthe inglorivus lethargies of peace)

¢ Go, bid the trumpets found ther,’ faid Abudal,
¢and let 1t be preciaimed | in the camy, L‘*xaf vour Sultan
Abudah wiil revenge the tjurics which the inhabi-
tants of Tafgl have received from their perfidious
nmwhbuun. "Ge, Harran, 2nd denounce war againft
the-

¢ Shakarahs,” fid Hafran, bowing, ¢ who have in«
fulred the mountains of 1 ng.

Abudah was geing on, but his paine and weaknefs
obliged him to order them to prepare an inner tent for
his reception.

Whiie the eunuchs and {laves were attending their
new fultan, his vizir Harran caufed the royal mandate
to be preclaimed within the encampment, and com-
-manded the leaders of the army to be affembled toge-
-ther to deliver to them the orders of the fultan Abudah.

The
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The whele kingdom of Tafgi, was rejoiced at the
news of their fulian’s expedition againft the helplefs
and innocert Shukarahs ; fo little do fubjets weigh
the merits of war! and the old and decrepid parents
ftirred up their children to engage in a fervice, whers |
cruclty and deflruétion were honoured with the titles
of virtue and the love of their country, Ere the fun
began to fmile upon the harvefts of the Shakarahs,
the tents of Abudah were moving to deftroy them
the loud cymbals were clanging m the air, and the
brazen trumpets, with their thrill notes of livelinefs,

. {eemed to infpire the armies of Tafiri with a thirft of

glory, and not of blood. The order and difcipline of
the troops, the regularity of their march, and the
fprightlinefs of their looks, wtterly difguifed the ra.
pacious purpofes of the roval plunderer ; who, though
but juft mafter of one kingdom, was fo cager to get
pofeffion of a fecond, that he defiroyed many of his
men in forcinga march over the mountains which na«
ture had placed as the boundaries of their nation,
The Shakarahs having notice of their metiyms, fent
an embafly to mect the Sultan of Tafgi, befeeching ta
know the caufe of his coming ; making the humblegt
profeffions of peace; and offering, if any thing had
offended him, to make the fulleft fatisfaéiion they were
capable of ; and imploring him, that he would not
make war upon a nation who were ever the friends
of the Tafgites, and to whom that kingdom had never
declared any hoftile intention. :
To thefe humble remonftrances Abudah replicd,
that he was not to be taught and diccéted by fuch

{ bafe fiaves as the Shakarahs; and that whatever in.

tention he might have had originalle in entering their
kingdom, he now declared he came to punilh the in.
folcuce of that people, who darcd fend fuch diciating
embaffics to the Sultan of Tafgi, He then com-
manded the ambaffadors to be driven from the cn-
campment, and ordercd his army to begin their hof.

The

lities on the prefumptuous Shakarahs,
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T he leaders of the armies of Talyi being 1gnorant
and imperious, every kind of tyranny and cmc’tv was
P"ELHI\.L‘. il the w rctc'md Shakarahs beis g ‘made
prxiamrw, ad thelr wis nd famiiies ravi hed or
murdered, the Sulan .::nudan returned to the king-
dom of Laf'-rz. wich the {poils of the conquered couns
try, amidit the acclamations cof the army and 1t's
Itidcrs; who were fo lavith of their praifes and adu-
ations, that Abudah elleemed himfelf ar lealt equal
to the prophet of Mecca. :

Aficr Abudeh arrived at the mt:*ropr*Ls of Tafgi,
ks vizirs came to eaquire of him, where he wnuld
beltow the miferadle Shakarahr, moft of whom they
had icd home in chains, Abudah was fr fome time
doubtful of their fate, and was at laft going to ordera
general execution, whun he recolleéted the iron cheft
which was buried in the mountaiss of Tafgi,

¢ Lct the Shakarans,’ faid the Sultan '&budah, ¢ be

condemn.d to work in the ﬂﬂantal.‘m of Tafgi, tlll
th“v find 2n iren cher with hfty locks.

At thefe words the grand vizir H_znan bowed be-
fore the {ulran, and faid— Will mv lord dare to {end
the Shakarahs into the womb of '1..fT1, which his
own fubjects are forbidden to approsch

¢ Take the rebel Harran,’ fid Apudah, 1n mdie.
nation, ¢ and let his head be it..».t.ﬁ.d from his bedy,
znd his to ngue. lex the dogs deveur.’

The other vizies gladly f2w this execution performe
ed on Harran, a.ad returned ro che fulrar, and faid—
§ Far be it that 2 monarch of the eaft fhould be g0~
vern=d by his flaves. Be the will of the Sulan A-
budah for ever cbeved, asitis in the deftruétion of
the trajror Harran, as it is in the labours of the Sha-
karahs in the mountains of Tafyi

Abudah hourly fext his wizirs to infpeét the miners
in the mountains, who returned with zccounts of the
death of thuuf:nds, over wnem the mountzin crum-
bled, and fmothered them init's caverns,

‘The
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The Tafgites, jealous cf their mountain, whieh they
fuppofed was {omewhat divine, began to murmur at
the impiety of their fultan; which, when Abudgh
knew, he commanded the leaders of his army to
chaltife them, and to put every tenth man througheut
his kingdom to the fword. At length the fainting
Shakarah's dug out the cheft of iron, and brought it to
Abudah, who commandcd every engine or force t§
be applied to it to break it open, but in vain; the
cheft refifted all their endeavours, and would not
yield to the utmoft force the art of man could bring
agantt it, :

Abudzh then publithed a reward to any that fhonld
make the keys to fit the locks, This feveral undertock,
and fucceded, but as foon as onc lock was opened, it
fhut while the artiiicer was employed ahout the fe.
cond. Abucah, puffed up with pride, was enraged at
this cifappointment, and commanded fifty men to take
the fifty keys, and ali attempt it at once ; which they
did, and were all immediately ftruck dead; he thep
commanded a fecond fifty, but none but his army were
near him, for the veft were fled from the tyrant’s pre-
fence, Abudah now ordercd fifty {cldiers to aps
pruach ; when the leaders of the army, moved by his
crucitice, and feeing ke was about to facrifice his army
o3 well as his fubjects, uniting together, came toward
him in a body ; which Abudah perceiving, and exs
ﬁc&ing no mercy, leaped on the cheft, and trufted

imfelf to it's faving power, Immediately the cheft
moved aleft in the air, and Abudah being fupified
and giddy, full into a decp fleep, and was wafted fay
from the army and kingdom of Tafgi.

The Merchant Abudak’s Fowrth Adventure,
anong the Sages of Nema.
Budah found him{elf on the ivon cheft beneath 3
rack which hung over him, and was covered with
a pleafunt fhade of palms; ata little diftance a gentle
fill ran bubbling over the ftones, and took it's courfe
Yoi, I, F . along
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along a narrow valley, which on each fide was bounded
by rccks and verdant hills. Here, as he eved the
mral fcene, and refiected on his efcape frem Talgi,
he cbferved a venerable fage gently moving fi: rward
along the valley, and, to appearance, dire€ting his fteps
toward the rucl\ 11'1dcr which he was fitting, Abu-
dzh’s confcience was fo alarmed a the fight of an hu-
man form, which during his tvranuical reign he had
fo often dcfaced, that he firove to hide himfclf even
from the ajpmach of a wecak old man; but the fage
frill zdvancing with eafe and cmnpomrt, Anudah,
after fome hefiratio: n, {uffered Lim to join him.,

The fage, with great obfuquiouinels, bowed before
Auudnn, (who kad ! frill the : rorval turbzn upon his head,

nd the enligns «f the regal power about his ihouldc.ra)
a_nd faid—* 0 prince, w “ho deignedt to vifir thefe re-
treats of learning and phlluiunhv ; whether thou art
he whoie kl.cm'h.dtre was ur 1-f.rlal, the glory of the
eaft, the fageit of iarrw the indefatigable Solomon ;
or whei hcr thou art hs:rc: arrived from any neighbour-
ing realm in quett of ftience, and are w ilitng to y honour

ur {chocl wlth thy auguft prefence; perinit one of
the loweft of the fus of knotw ledge to conduét you to
the temple and feat of lﬂarmzwg which the great Solo-
moa here founded in the defart, for the inv Lfﬂ“"’lttrm
of truth and the difcoverics of nature, This vaie,
which is our only retreat from the fultry fun, or the
wide-cxtended defzrt, winds round to the entrance of
eur {eminarv, where every fcience is tau*fht, and =il
the fountairs of knowledge are difclofed.’

As he fpake thefe words, the fage led the way 5 and
-’m"ﬁan i mewkar reenvered frem his hu rv and con-

ufion, faid within hunfelf—* O pr uphnt, how Llindly
nave I wandered ! vet here furely, among thefc
fprings of knowledge and learning, is the talitman of
Oremancs to be di fcovered !’

Abudah arriving with the fages at the end of the
vailley, beheld the manfions of philefophy. A grand
poruvo arit prefented iefelf o has view, giit after the

\ modg)
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mode] of the Grecian archite@ure ; to this, with the
fage, he afcended by a grand flight of fteps, and en-
tering the doors of the inner portico, found himfelf in
a {pacious hall. ¢ Here,” faid the fage, * muft even
kings remain, till the diveétor of this feat of learning
is acquainted wlth the avrival of 2 ftranger, and his
motives for feeking entrance into the facred college of
{cience. _

¢ Give, then, this meffage,” anfwered Abudah, ¢ to
your dire€tor : that the Sultan of Tafgi,” (for Abu.
dah’s penitence had not entircly humbled his pride})
“ Rudisus £ knowledge, fecks, in his philofophic fuar,
to find the talifinan of the perfeét Oromancs.” The
age, after having made oheifance to the fiippofed fula
tan, went in queft of the direétor, and left Abudah ip
the hall, where were many other candidates for ad.
miffion into the college of philofophy, and each had
his particular fage or introducer.

budal's inftrutor fhortly returned. ¢ Our di.
reftor,” {aid he, ¢ rejoices to find fo great a monareh
ftudicus of truth, and bids me declare (as 1s cufto-
mary ) that the talifman of Oremanes is the ultimate
end of all our refearches, and thercfore invites the
Sultan of Tafzi to feek it, in whatever {cience he
thinks moft likely to contain it. But,” added the {age,.
‘ happile for the Sultan of Tafgi, he has met with
Abraharad, who can unfold to him the {cerets of na-
tore, and teach him in whart receffes the talifman of
Orcmanes is inclofed.”

* And are vou then,’ anfivered Abudah, ¢ thé me-
nowned Abraharad, whom my fubjeéts of Tafgihave
often defcribed to me as the man who knew the pro-
pertics of all herbs and roots, and the minerals of al
the earth *’

‘ Theft, O prince,’ replied Abraharad, ¥ are the
plineft precepts of nature; but I will unfold to thee
fuch of her fecrets, as none, fince the magnificent So-
lomon, have been allowed to view : for what was
Oromancs, the founder of this talifman, but the mz.

Fa gisian
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gician of fire, the great alchvmift of the firft and moft
powerful element! Howevery T will not walte your
time in words, when I can werk wonders to convince
vou—~Defcend then. O prince, with me, into the
area of this inner building, in which every fcience.
has 1t's feparate offices and aparments; and I will bring
you to the knowledge of the inmoft fecrets of natuce
aad art)

Abudah, rejoicing in his new acquaintance, followed
Abranarad into an extenfive court, furrounded by
poruces, in each of which he beheld feveral fages
teaching thir refpetive difciples.

Abraharad led Abudsh to the portico of his owi
feierce, where many were bufied in the variws
branches of his art. ~ ¢ Even in this veftibule, fid
Abranarad, ¢ could I f{urprize the Sultan of Tafgi;
but I lead him at once to the myferies cf {cience.
So faving, ke opened a door that led to 2n inner apart-
ment; and Abudah entering, the alchvmif®t clofed the
door of his laboratorv. While Abudah’s atteation
was diverted by the variety of infiruments and ap-
paratuffes which he bekeld in this mimic thop of raturs,
the alchvmift began to order his materialy, and fet
them in furnaces; compounding {als, and earthe, and
fpirits, and varying nis experinrents according as he
{aw occafion.

¢ Patience and perfeverance, O Sultan,’ {aid Abra-
haral, “are the tools of an alchymilt; without :hefe
he could not work, as hidden caufes o often vary and
perplex his operatisas,  The feeret which I am now
preparing, is what gave the great Demcgorgon power
to diffolve all na:ure: buras it is a tedious precets, and
the furnace as yet gives but the third degree of fire, I
will fhew you whar g-cat effeéts lie hidden in the
-meaneft caufes, that you may conquer the prejudices
which cuftom may have reoted in your mind againft
.any particular medifications of matter 3 for the whoie
earth that you view, is one confufion of materials,
-out of which, by {eperation, conjunétion, affimilation,

unlty;
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tnity, or disjunétion, may every appearance of nature,
and many which fhe had never difcovercd, be formed.
You fee the feed diawing to itfelf atoms, capable of
forming wood, and various fruits : frem this feems
ingly taftclefs earth arifes firfk the harfh, and then the
four; and, laltly, the lufcious grape, concoed, me-
liorated, and perfected, in thefe different ftages, by
the fubtile alchvmy of the fun. You fee in others, the
bitter, the falt, the tart, and the fiveet, all drawn from
the fame carthly bed or well: fo likewife, O Sultan,
% the generation of all things; the femenis 2 kind of
fandard which marfhals cach under it’s particular
banner. Now asthefeare all,-by affections and {ympa-
thics of fize or quality, naturally led by thefe caufes o
conjunétion and unity, fo alfo have they all averfions,
that is to fay, particles difcordant which are capable of
feparatitig them, whereby their cohefion, unity, and
fubftance, is deftvoved, and they themfelves are ren-
dered difcontinuous and refolvable into their Arft prina
ciples or rude atoms s thus, what we call corruption,
is really no more than a new modification of matter,
which, according as it is agrecable to our fenfes and
perceptions, we call by nanes, conveying agrecable or
difagreeable ideas ; thus the ferment of the grape, we
call a making, or creation of wine; and the ferment
of vegetables, which refolve themfelves to a kind of
muck or manure, we call putrefadion, though they
arc begun by one and the i}ame procefs in naturc; fo
again, the change of an epg into one living animal or
bird, we call breeding ; but the change cf another, by
fralenefs, into a thoufand maggots, we call corruption,
But vet, whatever may be our notions and ideas, they
are never loft or defiroyed materially, though they are
formally ; all returns to the common bed of nature,
2ud there lies dormant, till called forth by fufficient
caufes inte different forms.

Hence it is, O fultan, that the alchymift, taking
this-univerfal bed as the ground-work of his {cience,
and adling, a5 nature does, by the force of the nobler

Fa “and
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and mare vivifying elements, teaches mankind the
powers of {eparati-n and compofition ; and hence he
rs 2ble o preceed or move backward in his work, and
can either {top. reduce, or drive forward, the matter
which he guides. Thus, O Sulan, you perceive thofe
two bottles of tranfparent liquors 3 you fee, by mixing
them, they inftantly change and become red: o the
fmall plant which you fet in wazcr, though fed b
that element enly, produces ercen leaves. Now the({
waters may again be rendered tranfparent by other
Iixtures, may be difunited, and reduced to their
farmer fiate; or by other additions, you fee, I render
them blue, or black, or green, or vellow; yetall thefe
beautiful colours and phencmena are caufed by a few
commos and natural caufes.”

Abraharad then crde:ed the laboratory to be dark-
ened, and immediately the {ultan beheld, among vivid
Bafhes, this writing in fire upon the walls—¢ The
Sultanof Tafgi will be fatisfied.” At this fight Abu-
dah was traniported; whereupon Abraharad faid—
¢ O {ultan, let notappearances eizher flacken, or too
rafhly infpire your rvicarches: this luminous appear-
ance is parural, drawn from the moft refufe of mate-
rizis, and may ferve to convince you, that wonders lie
hidden in the moft difagrecable formations of matter.
Bur I fee the colours ariiing in the furnace, all that is
bright to the eve! What Hathes of red, blue, green,
yellow, purple, white, ariie from my work ! brighter,
O fultan, than the rabies or the emecralds of thine
empire !’

Abudzh looked at the furnace, and faw the moft
-glorious colours ariing from the crucibles of Abra-
harad.

¢ Thefe,” continued the fage, ¢ are figns thar my
wniverfzl menfiruum is near perfeéiion ; and now all
nawre will be open before me.’

- ¢ What,” anfwered Abudah, ¢is the mixture you
~are making in the furnace an univerfal diffolvent '
- ¥ Yes,” fad Abraharad, ¢itis) _

¢ Then,”
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 Then,’ replied the merchant Abudzh, ¢ the talifs
man of Oromanes will foon be my own.’
¢ It may poflibly,’ refumed the fage, ¢ require fome
time to feek out where it is depofited.” .

¢ Thar,” faid Abudah, ¢ I know; for it is inclofed
in the iron cheft which you faw me fitting upon under
the rock, which has hitherto refifted every application
of force or art.’ :

¢ Haft thou then, O royal {ultan,” cried Abraharad,
¢ the cheft of adamant wizh fifty locks, {aid to contain,
that precious jewel, that philolophic talifinan, which
can give life, immortalicy, riches, honour, and hap-
pinefs, to the poffeflor ? But fee, my work is finithed 5
the bluifh vapour rifes, and my menftruum, the key
of natu.e, is compleated. Let us then haften with it
}olthis cheft, anc{J releafe the treafures of my royal
ultan.’

¢ Rather,’ replied Abudah, ¢ will I go and bring
it here, which, by it’s virtues I am able to perform,
and Abrahavad fhall exercife his authority over this
ftubborn matter, and reduce it to its former atoms.’
Abudah then leaving the fage, returned to his chett,
and {eating himfclf thereon, was, at a with, conveyed
with his treafure into the laboratory.
. The fage Abraharad having viewed the cheft with
rapture, took out his crucible, full of the univerfal
menftruum, |

¢ Alas,” faid Abudaly, ¢ O fage, be not deceived.
Can that which diffolves every thing be confined by a
crucible ¥’

The {age grew pale at the merchant’s reproofs
and, with the utmolft vexation, threw his menffruum
on the ground, where the harmlefs liquor continued,
without altering itfelf, or the earth that fupported it

¢ Alas)’ f2id Abudah, ¢ where now is alchymy {’

“I bave a cold fufion,’ anfwered Abraharad,
¢ though an hot one is denied me ; for I will fend the

Sghtning, which melts the fword, and leaves the
| fcabbard
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fcabbard unhurt, through that ftubborn piece of e
chanifm.” -

A new apparatus being now fixed, the {parks and
fafhes began to iffue through the fides of the adas
mant ; and Abraharad exulting, and impatient to
haften the effedt of his mimic lightning, ftepped
nearer to the cheft, when the flath altering 1t’s courfe,
drove vio'ently through the temples of the fage Abra-
%harad, and reduced him to afhes: At this dreadful
caraftrope, Abudahy whofé hopes were raifed to the
hicheft pitch, ren qut of the laboratory with frantic
wildpefs, and filled the area with his groans and com-
piaints. Here, ashe wandered about, tormented by
paffion and difappointment, a fage; with a fteady and
compoied mien, advanced from one of the porticos to-
ward him, and, with great fecming unconcern, faid—
* O wretch, why will you neglet the poffetfion of
the talifman of Oromanes, which it is in your power
to enjoy I’

¢ Canft thou 2ffure me of that }* anfwered Abua
dah, in tranfports.

“ I can affure you, replied the fage, ¢ that you
-are, at prefent, incapable of making ufe of it.’

¢ And therefore, it is, I fuppofe,’ faid Abudah,
@ that T am thus for ever deceived, when I think it
within my grafp.”

¢ It is even il?n,' anfwered the fage. * Then teach
me, O friendly fage,” continued the merchaat, ¢ how
¥ may come to the true enjoyment of this valuable
treafure.’

¢ Muttnot happinefs,” {z2id the fage, ¢ be {cated in
the mind 2’

- ¢ It muft, it muft,” replied Abudah, ¢and I have
RegleCted my mind, to fearch for it among bodily err-
E:yments. O what a new fcene have you, O greateft

fages, opened to my view ! But proceed, O hea-
venly infiru@or, and pesfedt the cure you have
begun,’ : ¢ Cogl
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¢ Ceol and moderate your .grief this night,’
anf{wered the fage Gherar, ¢ and to-morrow, if I
find you difpathionate, I will unmafk your mind,
which at prefent is befet by worldly objeéts’” Thus
faying, the fage Gherar introduced Abudah among
his fcholars, and provided him apartments in his
portico,

Early the next morning the fage Gherar attended
Abudah, and led him forth towards the valley that
fronted the building dedicated to fcience and in-
ftruétion, . ‘

“ How deligh-ful,” faid Gherar, ¢are the {ivesr
dews that are again rifug at the call of the morning
fun! The groves feem, like man, refrefhed by the
blence of the night; the grafs is capable, by this re-
licf from nature,"to ftand againft the fiery “beams of
the noon,’

‘It is,indced,’ anfiered Abudah, ¢ aglorious morn-
ing, and locks morc like a new creation, than 4 {cene
which has already latted fuch numberlefs ages. O
how happily might man fpend his days in fuch fiveet
retirements ! no cares to moleft him no ftarms to
beat upon him; no human defolations to fuffer
from !’ '

¢ Such,” anfwercd Gherar, ¢ are the dreams of
folly, and the conceits of infirmity 5 confcicus of y our
weaknefs, I led you to this feene, in arder toconvince
you, how incapable you are of happinefs : if the
brightnefs of the fun, and the vapours of the morn-
ing, can o affet you with pleafure, the went of thein
will be painful unto you. "In thefe gratifications the
foul is tutally paffive, and muft be fed by the fenfes :
thus fhe is taught to rcjoice at the wanton touches of
a finger; at the tickling of a luxurious palate; at
the odours of a fading flower ; at the founding undu-
lajons of the circumambient airy or at the accidental
objects that play upon the eyes of a tritling, circums
Acribed animal,
¢ But
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¢ But the purity and imorta'ity of the foul tedcher
the philofoplier to gbvern the corruptions of the fleff,
‘and not.to fuffer the bedy to be the mafter of the
~mind; the momentary pleafures or evils of life are
alike indifferent to him, who, conftious of his per-
fedtions, and compleat in his own virtues and im.
mortality, can fmile amidft the horrors of diiTolving
nature, and preferve a firmnefs and indifference, when
even the whole carth is crumbling to it’s original
"chaos ; and if thefe things affet not his felf-fortified
breaft, how little will he regard the common accidents
and vexations of life! If he drops alimb, his im-
mortal part is neverthelefs unimpaired; if he {uffers
hunger, #ifi his mind is fed with never-failing plea-
fures; if power throw it’s arbitrary chains around
him, his foul is fiill free, and can mock the tyrant’s
T2ge, and defy his malice. In thert, O Abudah, the
true philofopher is capable of cvery pleafure. and re.
leafed from every il the beauty of virtue has eternal
charms for his contemplation” and pefleflion ; the
changes of mortality have nething tha: can move,
tranfport, or difquiet him ; he ncither hopes nor
fears; he neirher admires nor dreads; and always
wears within his brezf a contentment more invariable,
and unfhaken, than all the treafures upon carth, be.

czufe nothing earthly can difquiet him.’
As the faze Gherar fpcke thefe words with an
heart-felt pride, Abudah, tranfported at his doétrines,
- was about to anfiwer, when a fierce tyger burfting
from the thicker, with his eyes flathing dreadful fires,
and & mouth begrimed with human gore, [prung vio-
lently towards the fage and his pupil: Abudah, who
had not [o catirely forgotter his worldly wifdom, as
to ftand perfectly undaunted, leaped into the brook
that divided the vale, and fiwam acrofs, as knowing the
" tvger would not follow him through the water:
Harving reached the oppofite bank, he looked towards
the fage Gherar, whom he faw runniag with the ut-
woft precipitation before the voracious tyger; bﬁqtlhis
ight



TALES OF THE GENII, 7%

fight was vain, the monfter overtook him, and .
leaping upon the fage, tore him limb from limb, while
Gherzr filled the woods and the vallies with his pite~
ous cries and lamentations. ¢ Afas)’ fighed the mera
chant Abudah, as he beheld the wretched end of
Gherar, ¢ how vain is it for weaknefs to boait of
firength ; or for man, who is infirm, to deny the reality
of what he muft hourly feel! to boaft of a Eower OVEr
nature, is, I fee, the end of philofophy, which thould
only with wender contemplate what it cannot fean ;
much lefs ought the reptilc man to vaunt itfelf {y-
perior to the bleffings or feourges of Him who is the
ruler of the univerfe.’ g
With thefe refle€lions Abudah arofe, and being
fearful to venture on the other fide of the brook, he
advanced up a lawn, which winding between two
mountains, brought the merchant into afpacious plain
where he beheld innumerable flocks feeding upon it’s
furface, and thepherds and fhepherdeffes tending thei
innocent charge. ¢ Here,” faid Abudah to himfelf,
* here s neicher pomp, nor luxury, nor vanity ; here
is rural peace, and quictnef$, and tranquillity, which
know no forrow,’ .
As thus Abudah mufed within himfelf, he ad.
vanced toward the thepherds and their flocks; when
ouc paffing near him, jmmediately ran with the ut-
moft precipitation among the reft, crying aloud—
‘Fly, fly, O my wanderjng and diftrefed friends,
for the tyrant of Tafgi, not content wi:h driving y;
cut from the land of Shakarah, is come down to be.
reave us alfo of our flocks and herds.’ o
Abudah was touched to the foul at this fcene of
- dittrefs and confufion, which his former paffions Hag
 occafioned, and called to the posr avanderers o ftay s
but they, fearful, and lamenting, drove thejr flocks
_along the plain, and with dread, looked back, ex.
pecting to {ee again the cruel armies of the Tafpites,
One old, vencrable, bramin alone, unable through
#g¢ to follow the Shakarahs, whom he had for many
Joany
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years inftructed, fat, with a majeftic cempofure, on
a fquare ftone which ftood at the entrance of his ccll,
As Abudzh advanced, he rofe, and made obeifance,
{aying, ¢ Know O fultan, I rife not to the tyrant of
Tafgi, but I bow before him whom it has pleafed
Alla to fer over his people. But wherefore thouldeft
thou feek to do cvil, that thou mayeft reap good  Are
then bad a&tions capable of falutary ends, and is evi
?‘redominant, that purity may triumph? Alas, O
uiran ! net fuch are the means of obtaining the talif-

man of the great and perfect Oromanes: purity and
perfedtion, fuch as man may attain unto, tiue virtue
and. benevolence, and a faithful relizion, are the means
ef peffeffing that treafure. Haften therefore, O man,
to the tomb of the prophet, axd there confef: the fol.
lizs and iniquities of thy refearches; and learn from
that fountain of purity and truth, the will of him who
crdained vou to this hitherto ineffectual +oil.’

¢ Gocd and pious bramin,’ replied Abundah, ¢ much
have T 2bufed both the gifts of Providence, and you,
and your poor, innccent, and diftreffed nation ; buc
¢iret me 1n my journey to Medinz, for 1 feem hi-
thertoto have trodden on the enchanted ground.’

¢ Tk: cheft of 2damant will convey you to Medina,’

anfwered the bramin, '

¢ I leftir,” replied Abudah, ©in the manfions of
philofophy, which may not be found without croffing
the brogk, and rifking the fury of the tyger.’

¢ There is,” anfwwered the bramin, ¢ a path that
lezds from hence, round the brook. to the back of
that manfion, into which a {mall bridge wiil carry
you over tie brock ; and may Mahomer profper your
uadertaking ¢

Abud:h then took leave of the fage, affuring him,
that the Tafgites knew not of his place of rerrcat;
zad tha: he might reft with the Shakarahs fafe]
there, for no evil was intended them, The bramin

dleffed Abudah as he parted, |
The
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The fultan merchant haltened to the {eminaries of
learning, where taking poffeffion of the cheft, he
threw hunfelf on it, in full affurance that he fhould
awaken in the temple of Medina. In a fhort time
the merchant Abudah found himfelf in an. awful
mofque, recliving on the cheft of adumant: on one
fide ftood the box which ufed to hauac his chamber
with the diminutive hag; and on the other a large
cftern of water. Prefently, with mildnefs in his
afpedt, ftood the Genius Burhaddan before him. At
length,’ faid he, Abudah, ¢ reccive the true keys of
the adamantine cheft.’ :

At thefe words the merchant Abudah approached
the Genius; and having ‘profrated "himfelf before
him, received the long-expeéted keys. S

¢ Begin,” {aid Barhaddan, ¢ O° Abudah, and fearch,
for thy treafure.’

Abudah cbeyed ; and in a moment the locks of the'
chelt fiew open.  ABudah with 'a confcioufnefs and
Gread, lifted up the lid of the cheft, when inftantly
flew out a thoufand feathers, fo that they covered
the whoie pavement of the mofque,

“ Now,” continued Barhaddan, ¢ put in thine-
hand, and draw forth the contents of the cheit.?
Abudah obeyed, and firfk he took up a beautiful, bug
bleeding hand, with a curious bracelet of ¢jamonds.

¢ That hand,’ faid Barhaddan, ¢ was fevered from
the body of a fair fultana, by a flave who could nor
unlock the braceler. Doft thou think, Abudah,
the wearer wes the happier for that ornament ?’

As Abudah was going to draav again, out fepped
a poor wretch, laden with his bags of gold, trembliog
#d looking behind. Next; on a fudden, a gay
youch, with a poinard, ftabbed the mifer to the
heart; upon which feveral women, in loofe attire,
camc and fhared with him the fpoil, and began
ancing and ~finging, Thefe were followed by a
crowd, among whom was a crowned head, who or«
dered his foldiers'to fall on them and deftroy them ;
"Vor.l, G then
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then came.a fuperior force, and put 2 bowftring
arourd the neck of him that was crowned, and ano-
ther ftripped the crown from his head. After thefe
came feveral madmen ; fome with wings on their
dhoulders,fome with wheels, which they frove always
20 keep in motion ; fome looking unto the fkies, fome
drawing circlesin theair with ftraws, fome jabbering
nidiculous notions, that the fame quantity was both
more and lefs than itfelf. '

\When thefe were paffed, Barhaddan afked Abu.
‘dah—* Doft thou underftand thefe things ?’ '

¢ I underftand by them,” anfivered the merchant,
“and alfo by my travels, that neither riches, nor
geiety, nor honour, nor power, nor {tience, nor learn-
ing, ner obfcurity, isfree from the common accidents
of life ; and that, therefore, thefe can never lead us
to the perfe&t talifman of Oromanes.’

¢ What didft thou underfiand by the feathers *’
faid Barhaddan.

¢ I knew not their meaning,’ anfwered Abudah.

¢ They,’ conunued the Genius Barhaddan, ¢ were
the thoufand light, airy, inconfiftent hopes and wifhes,
which lie on the top of every man’s heart, which
have fome kind of tendency to the talifman, and fio
they are the firft on the top of the cheft.’
: ¢ And now, O merchant Abudah !’ {aid Barhad.
dan, ¢ art thon convinced that the talifman of Oro-
‘nanes could rot be treafured among {uch refufe as
thefe * Shut down, therefore, the cheft, and artend
with filence to the fcene which will fullow.”  Abu-
dah cbeyed, ftanding like a mute with his hands be-
fore him.

¢ Now, thou wicked hag,’ faid Barhaddan, ¢thou
¢vil Genius, who loveft to torment and miilead man-
" &kind, come forth.” Ar thefe words, the little box
fell to pieces, and the hag came trembling out on her
<rutches before Bzrhaddan.

¢ I know,’ fzid the pure Genius, ¢ thy implacable
mature, and that thouy dcﬁghtf:ﬁ Dnly in mifchief _aind
: : evily
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evily but, that you may have fome. awe for thofe
who regard mankind, ftand here, and fee me purge
the man whom thou haft enflaved with worldly
thoughts and defires.’ .
Barhaddan then commanded Abudah to wafh
him{elf in the ciftern; which having performed, he
ordered him a {econd time to open the cheft of ada
mant. Abudah obeying, looked in, and faw only 2
little book, which Barhaddan bid him read, and he
read thefe werds aloud—
¢ Know, O man, that human nature, which is im-
perfet, cannot attain to perfetion ; that true hap-
pinefs, which is the real talifman of Oromanes, be-
ing immortal, can be enjoyed by immortals alone,
That man, being a creature, is {u'jeé to the com-
mands of his Creator ; and therefore a knowledge,
of his wiil, and a faithful obedience to it, fhould be
- phe bl and Isi purfaiv of morrality 5 till it pleafe
- the Eternal Powcr to remove him from trial to per-
fetion, from carthly mifery, to the eternal happinefs
of a glorious parsdife.”  As heé ended thefe words,
Abudah fell proftrate in the maofgue, and adored the
Eternal Pewer above. Which the Geniug feeing;
commended him, _ : :

Then Barhaddan, turning to the hag—* Go,’ faid
he, ¢ falfe and wicked Geniuvs, into that chef}, and
 there, for fifty years, contemplate the happinefs your
are fo anxions to recommend.” The hag trembled
and obeyed ; the cheft clofed with violence, the locks
faicncd themfelves on, and the whole was taken up
| like a whiriwind, and vanithed away. "

Abndah then looked round to thank the friendly.
Genius, but he was gone 3 and what furprifed him
more, he found himfelf on his bed at. Bagdat, and.
his wife .and family weeping around him, As he
moved, Sclima in tranfports ran to him, and aked
him, if the life were in him, - -

“In me}’ fzid Abudah; ¢ why, woman, I have,
been travelling thefe three months ; I have fecn va-

Ga rious
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¥ ous countriés and kingdoms ; I have (but would I
had not ! ) been crowned a {ultan I’ ST

¢ Q,” interrupted Selima, ¢ my lord raves again,
Thy children and fervants know, O Abudah ! that
for four days thou haft flept upon this { pha, and wé
feared vou were dead.’ -

¢ Was what I have feen a dream ?’ cried the mer.
chant Abudzh: ¢ then bieffed be the prophet, who
has zdded unto me knowledge without guilt. By
now, my lovely Selima,” faid Abudah, ‘1 am re.
leaied from thofe terrcrs and uneafineffes, which
kave made we'a burden to thee and myfelf. Yes,
Se.ms, I have learned to be centent, the. utmoft
man muit-expedton earth ; I have learned to be obe.
dient tc Alla, to love 2nd cherith my family, and to
de good to mankind.' At thefe words he again
erbrzred his wife ard children, and the day was
fpert in decent encearments ; nor lived there a hap-
pier or mere refigned and chearful family in Bagdat,
than in the houfe of the merchant Abudah,

When the Genius Barhaddan had finifhed his tale,
Iracagem arcfe from his throne, and humbled him-
feif befere Lim 3 then turning to the auguft affembly,
he thus addreffed the pupils nf his immortal race—

* Hear, O ve reptiles, whole life is a fpan, and
whedfe habitation 1s 25 the dufi in the whirlwind ; who
Jook toward -he earth, and fee not below the fand
that covers it; and to the heavens, but the cloud
intervere:n and derkeneth vour fearch; feek not for
durztle jevs in @ world of vicifitude ; nor for hap-
pineis, which a moment fhall alter, as the {fea-breeze
bicts out the writing of 2 child on the fand. The
eve which is mortal cannet fee that which is un-
changezble, neither can the tafie of man be fatisficd
with- varetv. Wait then, ye fons of clay, with
paticace, till ye be trenflated into the gardens of
everliving pleatures, into palaces which moulder

; ROt
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ot with the ftorm; into manfions which time muft:
for ever admire ; end know, that happinefs is with
Mahomet ‘and Alla ;' and that the talifman of Oro-.
mancsis to obey God, and to love his commandments,
Thanks, gentle Barhaddan,’ continued Iracagem,:
¢ thanks be to thy induftry and care: well haft thou
inculcated the leflons of morality, and the doétrines:
of truth,—Say then, my noble Lrother,” faid Iraca.
gem to” Mamlouk, ¢where has Mamlouk teen em.
ployed in the fervice of mankind »’

‘ "T'o teach the dotrines of truth,’ replied Mam.
louk, ¢ has been the endeavour of Mamlouk : how:
I have fdcceeded, learn from the tale of the Dervife
Alfouran,’

TALE II, ‘
The Dervife Alfouran.

LFOURAN, by the fanélity of his manners, and
4 & the abficmioudnefs of his diet, had gained the -
hearts of the whole province of Eyraca; but none .
was more captivated with the holy dervife than San. .
haliad, the fon of Semi, a merchant in Baffora, whofe
father intended to bring him up in the mercantile -
bufinefs, which ke himfelf profeffed. The hermitage
of Alfouran was fituated in a wood, near the fuburbs
of the city. It was formed out of a frupendous -
rock, in the fide of a mountain, and contained two
cells, the outermoft of which ferved for the common
purpefes of life, and the innermoft was fet apart for
the private devotions and religious ceremonics of the -
fanctiiied dervife.

A fmall fpring, which ran trickling down the rock,
fepplied hiin with the pureft water, and fell into a, -
baion, which the induffrious Alfouran had feooped
our of the bottom of the rock, from which the watep -
cvertiowing, defcended in a gente rill to the wood,
and ran purling among the trees; fometimes difco-
veving itfelf by it’s glittering fyrface, and fometimes :
gliding imperceptibly throigh the thickeft bufhes

G3. which
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which grew uvpon it’s banks. A little plain opened
before the door of the cell, which by the fhade of
the lofty trees that furrounded it, and the conftant
atrention of the fage to fprinkle it's furface, -ever
preferved a2 moft beautiful verdure. The tall and
firzight cedars and palms which overfhadowed this
delightful retrear, at once fecured it from the fcorch-
ing fun, and afforded a moft beautiful and majeftic
appezrance, mixed with an awful folemnity, which
firuck the heart, and demanded the reverence, of
every behoider,

T this hzbitation of Alfouran did thoufands re-
fort, =t the rifing of the {un, to hear the infiructions.
of his mouth,-and dwell upon the {ivect accents of
his perfeaiive tongue: even the labours of the day
were fergetten while he charmed their ears; and the
pooreft {ubjects of Baifora refufed not to follow the
fage Alfouran, though rhe work of their hands was
negiected znd undone, The pious Sanballad was
ever i conftant attendant at thefe caprivating letures, -
2nd drank deep of the infiruftions of the dervife of
Baffora. His fonl was animated by the cxample of
the {eif-denying fage : he feorned the mean employ-
ments of z dirty world, and fought earncfiv to bury
himfelf in the glorious il rude of Alfouran.

Cne dav, after the dervife had been exhorting his
hearers to trovble themfelves no longcr with the
concerns of li‘e, nor the tranfadtions of mortality,
Sannailzd prefented himf)f before him, and havip
cdone obeifance to the holv man, he entreated Alfou-
ran toinitiate him into the myfierics of his happy
life.

Aliouran looked carncitly at the youth; he beheld
his complexion, his modef beautics, his eyes fream-
ing with penirential tears, and his heart heaving with
the full fighs of { rrow and contrition. '

¢ And canft thou, O young man,’ faid the dervife,
¢ leave the vanities of this life, to fpend in folitude
and zbftemioufnefs the fprightly hours of youth ?

Canit



