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PREFACE.

THE Tale prefented to the
Public in the following fheets,,

~isa Wuri; held in much eftimation

by thofe natives who have perufed
the original. An atterupt to elu-
cidate the manners and cuftoms’
of the Orientals wiﬂ-,:'it is pre=
fumed, render the performance ac-
ceptable. Since the inftitution of
the Afiatic Society in 1784,

* Eaftern Literature appears to have

engaged the attention of the learn-

-ed in Europe ; it may therefore

aftord fatisfaction to the readers
“to
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to be informed, that at the recom-
mendatipd  6f the Prefident of
that Society, the Tranflator was in-
duced to devote a confiderable
' imrtiﬁn of 'hli.s leifure hoirs to the
-]-Ill'ckl'lt. work ; and fhould’ the at-
‘tempt Teceive the approbation of a
- Yearned and ‘enlightened Public, he
-ﬂ?al! not _de-em'his‘ time and labout
'i'ncﬁc'iér;ﬂ} :gsitplny_c&;. s

RAJAH

RAJAH CAMARUPA,
. i

"ISTORIANS relate, that in the
city of Oude, in the emw

pire of Hindoftan, there formerly
reigned a prince, whofe - name
was rajah Peti. This monarch

was renowned throughout the uni-

verfe for his excellent govern-
ment, and ftri® juftice; but
heavén had not yet granted him
2 fon, who might affit him in

B the
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the cares of the ftate, and to
whom he might tranfmit the em-
pil,;e after his deceafe. . To ‘obtain
this defirable event, the rajah

was conftantly foliciting the prayers

and interceflions of the dervifhes,
and other holy men of his court;
of whom one of the moft re-
fpé&able, on account of the fanc-
tity of his life and the fweetnefs of
his manners; named Gyin Achi-
rya, affured the king, that he thould
ere long obtain the defire of his
heart; and to be thort, the ra-
jah's favourite wife difcovering
figns of pregnancy, in due time
a fon was born, whom the prince
immediately named Camartpa.
The

A
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The ftory relates, ' that Cima-.
rapa pafled on -until he arrived-
at his fifteenth year, during which:
time he had made a wonderful pro~-
grefa in every branch of educa-
tion and fcience, and was efteemed
by all, the moft accomplithed prince
of his time.

Having taken a great delight
in the pleafures of the chace, his
father the rajah determined " to

indulge his inclinations; and that

he might enjoy his favourite di-
verfion the more pleafantly, he
built an elegant hunting-feat for
him in the center of a fpacious
foreft, abounding in all - forts

B3 " of
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of game, and adaimed with lofty
trees, and fireams of delicious

water. No expence was fpared-

to render this abode as perfe@ as

pofible. Here the ‘prince Chama-
ripa, and fix of his favourite com-
panians, young men of hisfather’s.
court, ufed to divert themfelves in

the plealures of the chace far
many days tagcrher. '

Of Ih& young men, the flory
informus: us, the following were
the names: The fisft was Mitra
Chandra, fon to the vizier of
rajah- Peti, a molk. a.u:omplihmd
young man, who bore an exeel-
, lent charaCter a court for bis

fidelity
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fidelity Iupun all occafions. This
youth was more beloved by the
prince, than agy of the reft. The

fecond young man was named

Vidya Chandra, the fon of Pun-
dit: Rajah; a. perfon: eminent for
his learning, and .accomplith-
ments in the polite arts. The third
was Dhanwantari Tubeel, who
attached himfelf " to’ the frudy of
phyfic, and - had ‘made & tonfider-
able progrefy én that very velpec-

_ tible prefellion. . The:foarth’ was

Chitra. ‘Maga, ‘2 painter of - great
excelleor. - The fifth:was Mir
miskys: Chandra, 2 jeweller, who
prefeffed, a mwonderful. knowledge

- .of. presions fones, and was looked

@ B3 ' upon
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upon as a fkilful mafter. The
fixth and laft was Calivat Rafa
Ranga, famous for his fkill in
. mufic.  All, thefe young men
‘were attached to Cimariipa by
the ftricteft ties of friendfhip and
affection, and were never feparated
from him.

"This party baving one day
fpent their time in merriment at
the hunting-feat above mentioned,
in the cvening a moft fumptuous
‘entertainment was prepared, where
the banquet was enlivened by the
choiceft muficians and dancers,
and wine of the firlt quality was
ferved up in cups of pure gold

- ‘ by

~
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by the hands of youthful cup-
bearers, whofe cheeks outvied the.
bluthing rofe. They continued. to
a late hour of the night, when,
wearied with pleafure, they retired:

‘to their repofe, each to his feparate

apartment,

. Rajah Cimartipa, on falling
iﬂecp, had the following remark-
able dream. He thought that
being in company, with his be-
loved ﬁ'ieqd Mitr; Chandra, _they
on a fudden found themfelves
at the gate of a magnificent city,
fair and glorious as the fun; and
of fuch exquifite fplendour as the
¢ye had never feen, nor travel-

B4 lers
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lers had ever defcribed. Adjoin-
ing to the city walls, was a gar-
den of moft elegant appearance,

adorned with graceful . cyprefs |
trees, and fountains of delicions

water. Into this garden theprince
and his friend entered, but : they

had not been long there, when the-
keepers of the place approaching

informed them, - that the prin-
cefs Cima!ati, daughter of the
foverc:gn of Serend:p, was then

in the garden, havmg come -

thither for the purpofe of taking
her accuﬁomed recreation. Upon
' this mtell:gence, rajah Cidmartpa
.and his friend Mitra Chandra,
much aftonithed; were: fearful of

gurmg
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giwing. offence; aad nhat having an
eppertunity of retreating, retired
vnderngath 2 fhrubbery of rofes,
whepp,ihgy cencealed themfelves.
In the segen time the princefs
Rana’ Kasm Lgttali,; in the bloom
of youth- and beauty, and breath-
ing forth all the fragrance of the
early fpting, attended. by her dam~
fels,:vifited the garden, to recreate
themf{glves with the {weetnels of
the .aif: and the perfumes of the
poles, whﬂF they were thys emn -
ployeds. one of the atfendants
wpon . the. princels - happening to
apprpach the (hrubbery where the
wqn - were. -concaaled, perceived
ihe rajsh-and his cqmpanion fit-

! ting
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ting on the ground, and imme-
diately going up to them, thus
addrefled them: * Rude ftrangers !
“ from whence do you thus in-
% trude upon the privacy of our
“ miftrefs, and who are ye?"

Rajah Camartpa upon this re-
plied, “ Fair Lady, the perfon
“ whom you fee before you, is
“ the fon of Rajah Peti, the
“ fovereign of the kingdom -of
“ Oude; and this is his friend

“ Mitra Chandra. Having par, -

“ taken of the pleafures of the
“-chace, we chanced to ftray to-
“ wards this delicious garden, and

“ you coming unexpettedly, we
: ; -¥# had
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 had no. time to retreat; we

“ accordingly concealed ourfelves
“ under thia fhrubbery, in order
“ that we might not, by our ap-
“ pearance, give offence. As
“ we are therefore ftrangers here,
“ we hope the rights of ho-
“ fpitality will not be vio-

“ lated.”

The attendant, without reply-
ing to this addrefs, haftened ba{ck
to her miftrefs, and related the
I_l-tﬂ'air to her. . Rana Kaam Let-
taii upon this intelligence be-
.came enraged, and the bluth of
-virgin modefty, heightened with

difcon-
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difcontent, appearing.- in, . her
check, - a fuffufion. in _colour like

. the rofe overfpread it Looking -
then onler. attendants,.:fhe’,or-

dered .them inﬁanﬂy 1o’ go-. and
* acquaint the king .her father with
the circumftance, that ke might
infi&t a proper punithment upen
the infolent ftrangers, who. had
thus violated the rights and pri-
‘vileges of good manners. - But
one of her friends thef in ‘com-=
pany, the ' béautiful - ?ﬂiﬁ:ai:ati,
thus futeréeded for the ' fttangers :
“ Miftrefs! it wete betrér firft
“ to hear the dpology“of thefe
% youths; they may perhaps. un-

“ know-

RAJAH CAMARUPA. 13

“ knowi_n'gly.hapq committed this -
“ offence, :and ‘mgrcy and kind-
““ nefs.to. firangers are ever moﬁ
“ acceptable to.the Denty.” -

Softened. b]r tth addre& the
pnncefs cnmmanded ‘her fa.vourltc
to mtrnducc the. ﬂrang&rs to her.
prefence ; fhe loyf_ul]y_ obe}rmg,_
approached them :in .a moft
graceful manner, and defired
them to :h:u:.t:nrnpa.uifr her to the
Rana her miftrefs, afluring them
that they fhould meet. with the
kindeft treatment. - .Camartipa and.
bis friend, elated with joy at thisin~
telligence, followed the young lady,

~ and foon arrived in the prefence

of
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of the Rana Kaam Lettaii, whofe
beauty made fuch inftantaneous
impreflion upon the young prince,
that at the firft fight of her he fell
motionlefs to the earth. The
princels, filled with grief at the
fitvation of the beautiful young
man, who had unknowingly taken
pofleffion of her heart, approached
him, and placing his head on her
lap, fhe poured upon his cheek
the contents of .a phial of rofe-
water, which fhe happened to
have about her. This application
reftored the rajah to his reafon,
when cafting his eyes upon her
enchanting face, and from the
bottom of his heart fetching a

| deep
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deep figh, he at once broke out
into paffionate exclamations. In
fhort, they immediately became
enamoured with each other;
while his friend Mitra Chandra
became enraptured of the beauty
of "the generous lady who had
fo nobly ftood 'up in their de-
fence. Thefe four -faithful o~
vers delivering themfelves up to-
tally to their all-powerful paf-
fion, the time flew on in the
moft pleafing manner, when the
rajah Cimartpa fuddenly awak-
ing from his dream, found himfelf

in his own chamber.

The
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The ptince thus undeéeived;
uttered a loud fhout, and mftandy
fwooned away. His friends and
companions, alarmed at fo unac-
cuftomed a noife, quickly rufhed
into his apartment, whei'e they
found him in the flate already
defcribed.  Grieved at the fight,
they fet up a loud lamentationy
when the prince once more re-
covered from his trance, and caft
his 'eyes wildly around him; in
fearch of his beloved Caimalath ;
but not perceiving her, his grief
became -exceffive, and he again
became motionlefs, until at length,
by the_ affiftance of Dhanwantari,

who,
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who, as above mentjongd, was well

fkilled in phyfk, they once more

brought him to his {enfes; when,

after weeping bitterly for the lofs

of his miftrefs, they quitted the
foreft all together, and carrying him

to his own palace, informed the

kinghis father, and the princefs Rilpa

Swarfipa hismother, of the unhappy

accident that had befallen him,

The king diftracted at this
event, affembled the moft fkilful «
phryficdans of his kingdom, and
requsfted them to alleviate the pi-
tiable ftate of his fon’s mind.- Af-
ter much confultation, they gave it
as their opinion, that from the £x-

c cellive
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. ceflive violeace of the “diforder,

and his fon’s perturbed imagina-..

tion, nothing meore at prefent could

be done, than to adminifter be-.

verages which were of the lighteft

kind, and pleafant to the palate; -

and thefe, with being kept quier,
were all that they could advife.

All this was done, but with no
effect; the image of his dear mif-
trefs fiill haunted the mind of the
unfortunate young Rajah, who
having forgot her name, which he
had learned in his fleep, grew quite
hopelefs and defpondent. All re-
medy and advice were vain and
froitlefs. His beloved friend Mitra

RAJAH CAMARUPA: 19

Chandra 'never quitted him, but
night and day fat by his bed-fide,
partook of the griefs of his- dear. |
mafter, and endeavoured all in his
power to alleviate them.

Rajah Camartipa perceiving the
affe@tion of his friend, was greatly
foothed by his attention ; and told
him, that his diforder was beyond
the power of medicine; that the
only thing -which. could poffibly.
revive- him,- was to find -out his
beloved miftrefs, of whofe exiftence
he was affured, as his dream was
too remarkable to be fiGtitious. He
then related to him the particulars
from beginning to end ; and added,

' e:2 that .
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that he Had totally forgot the names
of either his beloved princefs, her
father, ot the country they were in
but that he fhould never more be
eafy in his mind, untit he had again
found them out.

Mitra Chandra having heard the
eaufe of -his friend's diforder, im~
mediately acquainted his father the
Rajah with it; who thereupon afis
fembled all his counfellors, and re-

quired them to affift him with their |

advice in the ptefent jun&ure, The
aflembly advifed the king, to iffne

a proclamation throughout his |

‘dominions, ‘that the moft cele-

brated travellers and voyagers, who '

bad
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had vifited the different kingdoms
of the world, fhould appear in thg.
igperinl prefence, and inform the

- young Rajah of the moft remark-

able cities and kingdoms through
which they had paffed. By thefs
means they hoped he would obtain
the information withed for, did
fuch a kingdom. as his fon had
defcribed in his  dream l'ﬁlﬂ}f
exift,

’.I'h: king approved the advice,
and proclamation was made ac-
cordingly. Many ce!ehra.tcd angd
gxpgpema:d travcllem appcared bc-
fore the Rajah; but he did not
gain the intclligence he. cxpetied.

c3 At
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At lengtha learnied Brahmin, whofe
name was Samadhi Pachanan, ap-
peared. This - Brahmin, in the
éarly part of his life, while the
firft down had not yet appeared
upon his cheek, diffevering the
bonds of affe@ion for his native
country, and panting with' a defire
of fe¢ing the world, attached hime
{elf wholly unto travel; and year
after year revolving, had vifited
every thing remarkable in various
climes’ and kingdoms, had traced
the mazy paths of fcience and
l:noﬁlcc‘!ge,‘ and {w;as' well-ac-

quainted ‘with the viciffitudes of

‘fortune, and the rife, progrefs, and
£ill of potent empires,
Such

RAJAH CAMARUPA. a3

- Such was the man whom Mitra
Chandra on his arrival brought be-
fore the Rajah, who thus aﬂdrcﬂed
him : “ Learned Brahmin, of the
“_ various kingdoms thou haft vi-
“ fited, what is in thy eftimation
“ moft worthy of praife?” The
Brahmin, .bowing refpeGfully, re-
plicd, “ O prince! may the Al-
“ mighty Power prolong your days,
“ and add increafe of happinefs to
“ them! your fervant - has ‘feen
“ whatever is moft rare and curious
“ in the world ; has vifited many
* citiesy .kingduma, and empires ;
“ but of none can he fpeak with
* fuch praife and delight, as that of
* the moft illuftrious city of Se-

C 4 “ rendib,
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“ téndib, fitnated on the borders
“ &f the Duan; the beauty and
4 magnificetice of which city
“ fprpafs the utmoft praife that the
“ tohgle of mdh can utter. A
« cﬁuﬁtry, whofe waters are more
® refrefhing than the waters of im
“ mottality; and whofe air is purer
“ thin- the bréath of love in the
¢ Iekfon of youth.” '

* Cémartipa at this name inftantly

tecolledting what had paffed in his
deeam, gave 4 ftream of joy, and
finted away Being revived by
the affiffance of his attendants, he
tarneftly regitefted the Brahmin
to relate to himh every perticular

- he
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he could recolle®t of Seréndib,
On this the- Brahmin addreffed
the prince in the following man-
ner :

“ Knbw then, molt illuftrious
% fir! that the famous Rajah Chitra
* Peti réigns over the kingdom of
¢ Serendib; a prince exalted m
“ dignity, and fupremely fortunate
“ at whofe feet moft potent rulers
“ do fpread the faddle-cloth of -
% gbedience, and at wholfe nod an
% army, numerous as the ftars, is
“ fubfervient, and ready. This
“ prince has an only daaghter,
* bright in beauty as the moon,
“ on whom the Creator. of ‘the

“ univerfe
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-$s nni_vcrfc has beftowed the moft
"¢ fplendid accomplithments and
“ endowments, The name of this
[ 13

meft perfet princefs is Rana

“ Camaldta.”

Again was Camartipa deprived _

of fenfe and motion ; fo violent was

the effe®, that thofe about him

imagined his foul had departed
from his bedy in the excefs of joy.
But this fortu;la!el}' was not the
cafe, and the prince being once
more reftored to himfelf, with many
thanks defired the Brahmin to con<
tinue his account, which he did to
the following effect:

L13 Bc
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- % Be further informed, O auguft

“ prince ! that fo tranfcendent is
* the beauty of this princefs, that
¢ the moft- illuftrious princes and
“ rajahs have repeatedly demanded
“ her in marriage of the king. her
«. father; who hath ever determined,
“ that the perfon alone whom fhe
“ approves, ‘ fhall become the huf
¢ band of the all-accomplithed and
“ Jovely Kaan Cata, It is reported
“ in the .kingdom of Serendib,
“ that this princefs bas refufed all
“ her numerous adorers, and.that
“ her heart has been captivated by
% the attraltive form and manners
“ of a young prince whom fhe
“ beheld- in a delightful dream.

' “ With
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% With him only fhe is determin-
“ed to wed; and not having
“ been able to find him out, or
® the country in which he refides,
“ fhe has long pined under a moft
% violent diforder, which has

“ baffled every attempt both of

* art and medicine., Your fer-
“ vant was the keeper of a temple
“ in the kingdom of Serendib;
¥ and to that temple I have often
“ feen the beauteous Rana Kaan
¢ Lettaii, and her intimate friend
® and companion Cimacila come,
“ in order to offer up her prayers
* to the idols of her country. I
" “ have myfelf been an eye-witnefs
“ of the beauty of that princefs,

* who,
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“ who, except my lord, iy verily

"% the moft accomplithed and beft

“ of the human race. Heaven, no
% doubt, hath formed you for each.
& other; and you, happy prince!

“ are the perfon whom fhe has

* beheld in her dream, and for
“ the lucky moment of whofe ar-
“ rival the moft anxioully looks
% forward. Go then, moft for-

% tunate of mortals, and in making
“ yourfelf fupremely bleft, relieve

“ the forrows of that beauteous

“ mourner.”

The Brahmin baving gra:efuil;
finithed his relation, ftopped; and
the prince qvercome with joy and

rapture
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rapture at the unexpefted event,
turning to his companion Mitra
Chandra, thus fpoke:

“ At length, then, ﬁl}r friend, I

“ am indeed happy. The perfon.

“ whom the Brahmin has juft

“ defcribed, is undoubtedly that-

“ enchanting fair one, who hath-
“ drawn fo many drops of blood-
“ from my faithful heart!”

Mitra Chandra, overjoyed at
what had happened, haftened to
the king, and informed him of
this unexpedted event. The 'king
immediately fent for his fon, and

embracing him tenderly, told him -

to
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to give himfelf up to joy and plea~
fure ; as he would inftantly fend an-
ambaffador to the kingdom of Se--
rendib, with magnificent prefents,
and demand in marriage the daugh-
ter of Rajah Chitra Peti, his-be-
loved miftrefs.

The prince returned his moft
refpe@ful obedience to his father,
and departed to his own palace,
well-pleafed, and refle@ing on his
good fortune; but after fome days,
his love getting the better’ of his
patience, he took his friend afide,
and thus addreffed him : * I find,
¢ dear Mitra Chandra, I- cannot

“ have patience to wait the return
“ of
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“ of the meflengers from Serendib 3

“ my affetion confumes me like a

4

“ to preferve my life, haften to

w

my father, and obtain his per-
“ miffion ‘that I mylelf may,
without further delay, fet off
“ for the abode of my beloved

miftrefs ; and that, by her pre-

i“"

fence alone, T may put an end
to my grief and misfortune.”

Mitra Chandra, ever obedient

to his friend’s commands, haftened-

to the king, and informed him of
his fon’s requeft; adding, that he
feared a denial of it might prove
fatal to him, as he was deprived

2 already

burning flame, and if you wifh
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already both day and night of his

natural reft, his thoughts being en-

tirely taken up with the idea of his

miftrefs ; Mitra .Chandra therefore

propofed, that the Prince, travelling :
by land to Mutchelee Bunder,

fhould take fhipping through the

great ocean, for the ifland of
Serendib. |

The Rajah upen this intelligence
affembled his minifters and coun-
fellors, and laid before them the
propofition of his fon. They "
unanimoufly agreed that the
king fhould confent to -it. Having
confulted the aftrologers for an
aufpicious moment, preparations,

D fuitable
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fuitable to the Prince’s rapk
and dignity were made for his
voyage, and at the appointed
time they fet out. The king his
father, and - the Rana Rupa
Swarupa his mother, accompanied
them the two firft days. On
‘the third day, they took their
leave with the moft heart-felt fozs

row and affliGion, and recom-'

mended him to the prote@ion of

heaven.

The Prince, infpired with the

idea of his beloved miftrefs, eagerly
«continued his route, with his com-
panions,. and the faithful Brahmin,
who was to point out the road.

C . ” At
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At length, after a very agreeable
journey, they arrived fafe at the
port of Mutchelee Bunder. Here
they purchafed a fhip, and em-
barked, with the neceffary bag-
gage and pl;nviﬁnns for the voy-
age; the anchor hcing weighed,
they dire@&ed their courfe toward
Serendib.

For fome time they had a plea-
fant paffage; amufing themfelves
with talking of the kingdbm of
Serendib; and the enamoured Princg,
of the praile of his beautiful miftrefs;
the hours paffed away agreeably in
mirth and joy. At length, after
forty days failing,” and every mi-

D 2 - nute
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nute expe@ing the fight of land, on a
fudden a violent tempeft arofe, when
- the dark clouds poured forth tor-
rents of rain, and the raging billows
increafed to an enmormous height.
~ While they were toffing about at the
. mercy of the contending elements,
to increafe their diftrefs, the
heavens appeared all on firey
flathes of vivid lightning darted
around the wveflel, and the
awful thunder roared tremen-
doufly above their heads. So ter-

rible was the ftorm; that what '

*with the howling of the wind, and
‘the roaring of the waves, one might
‘have fuppofed the day of judgment
“tdbe at hand. A difmal cry pro-.
. ceeded
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ceeded from the wretches within
the vellel, expeting that every
moment would be their laft. This
foon too fatally proved to be the
cafe ; for while they were in the
moft horrid anxiety, an enormous
wave dathed againft the fhip, and
fplit her into two parts. The

_whole company being left to the
“mercy of Providence, it happened

that Rajah Camartpa, and the fix

_companions who were with him,

fortunately got hold of a {mall boat

. belonging to the fhip, intc which

they got, with the faithful Erahmin’

~who was to be the conduftor of

their voyage. Thefe eight unfor-
tunate people, thus committed
D 3 to
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to the fury of the waves, looked
around them, and beheld with
horror  their prefent - dreadful
fituation. During this melancholy
. crifis, the unhappy Rajah.Cima-

répa fighed out the name of his
beloved miftrefs, while forrow far

on his countenance. Fate, how- -

ever, had not dome perfecuting
the obje@s of its vengeance, for
the rage of the fea ftill increafed,
and the boat in which they were

feated, by the violence of the
‘waves was dathed to pieces, and’

every foul plunged into the deep,

excepting the Rajah, and his

friend Mitra Chandra, who for-
tunately laid hold of a broken
plank,
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plank, and for fome time ftruggled
againft the violence of the ftorm,
which raged with unabated fury. .
Cimaripa, in the ‘'midR of his
misfortunes, preferved - both his -

love and his’ fortitude, and ex-

" claimed to his friend, * True love

“ i3 of fuch a quality, that it re-
* mains fixed in the heart of
“ man ;. and is fo deeply impreffed
“ there, that the utmoft fury of
“ contending elements cannot erafe
1 it-“

In a ligle time the florm
began to abate, and the fun to

" fhine through the watery clouds,

when the raging of the waves was
D 4 at
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at length quelled ; and Cimaripa
and his friend returned thanks to
the Divine Providence for their

miraculous prefervation from fuch

imminent danger.

While they were congratulating
each other on their efcape, the
waves a fecond time began to roll,
(fuch was the Divine will!) when

- the raft on which they floated ftruck
on the back of a monftrous whale,
~ and was inftantly fevered into two
parts; one of which bore away
Camartipa, and the other his un-
fortunate friend Mitra Chandra,
she waves every moment increafing
the diftance between them.
Mitra
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Mitra Chandra, in the extreme .
anguith of his foul, would have
thrown himfelf into the water,
and at once put a period to his
exiftence and misfortunes; had not
Cimartipa, perceiving his inten-
tion, conjured him by their com-.
mon friendfhip, not to commit fo
rath an aion, but truft to the
care of Providence, and hope for
better fortune. While he was thus .
.confoling his friend with ftreaming
eyes and aching heart, the en-
vious waves continued to waft
them farther ' afunder, till at
laft they totally loft fight of
each other,

Cama-
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Cimardpa refigned himfelf to
his fate; after flruggling with
hunger and thirft for the fpace of
three days, he at length arrived
within fight of land, and was
wafthed on fhore on his plank,

Exhaufted and overcome with

 fatigue, he funk down to the |

ground, where he remained fome
time in a ftate of infenfibility.
Recovering from this fituation,
he was pi:ompted to return thanks
to God for his prefervation, when
cafting his eyes around, he found
himfelf on a moft delightful ifland,
which abounded with trees of the
fineft fruit, and fireams of the moft

4 . delicious
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delicious water. After a comfort-
able refrethment, he feated himfelf
by the fide of a fountain, and
began to refle ferioufly on his fate.
Reclining in a melancholy pof-
ture, full of the idea of his
dear miﬁre&, and now and then
the thoughts of his loft compa-
nion occurring to his memory,
with heart-felt fighs and tears
trickling down his manly cheeks, -
he burft forth into the moft paf-
fionate exclamations on the vi-
ciffitudes of his fortune ; and, loft
in aftonifhment at the recollec-
tion of the fcenes through which
he had paffed, inveighed bitterty
- ’ againft




44 RAJAH CAMARUPA.

againft the wavering and inconftant
difpofition of tyrannic fate.

After a few days, the Prince
fet forward in fearch of fome hu-

man - habitation; hoping foon to -

gain intelligence of the obje@ of
his affeftions. At mid-day per-

ceiving at a diftance fomething

black, he approached toward it,

when to his unfpeakable joy he
difcovered a very handfome and
populous city. Praifing God for
this unexpected difcovery, he ad-
vanced to the gates, and pre-
fently entering, perceived all the
inhabitants to be women of ex-

traor-
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traordinary beauty and elegance;
not a fingle man could he difcover
among them. In the Indian lan-
guage, thefe people are called the
Tirea-Raj. -

Surprifed at the novelty of the
circumftance, Cimartipa ftood mu-
fing, when he was fuddenly in-
terrupted by the clamours of the
women, who began to flock in
great multitudes around him.
Seizing hold- of him, they bound
his hands, and brought him before
the chief magiftrate of the city,
who was alfo 2 woman. She o~
dered him to be carried to the

vizier,
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vizier, and he prefently fent him to
the queen of the country.

This princefs was named Indra-

wati, and poffeffled moft exquifite- -

beauty and accomplithments. When
the young Rajah appeared before
her, the feeds of afleGtion were
fixed in her heart at firft fight,
and fhe became violently enamour-
ed of him. Deeming it how-
ever unworthy of her princely
dignity, to fhew affe®ion for a
ftranger, whom by the cuyftom of
the country fhe was obliged to
punith ; the put on a ftern air, and:
turning towards Camariipa, "atked

him,,
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him, whence he came, and who. .
he was that durft thus in-
folently enter dominions apper=
taining to a princefs of her rank
and dignity? The Prince bowing,
refpe@fully replied: * May. thy
% life, O illuftrious queen, be pro-
« longed! the perfon before you
“ isan unfortunate ftranger, firuck
“ Jow by the cruel hand of fate and
“ misfortune. Journeying to the
% kingdom of Serendib, my fhip
“ perifhed in a violent ftorm, and
“-a {mall plank, a piece of 'th_e
“ wreck, faved me, After w;aq;
“ dering for three days and nights,
“ | was caft upon this ifland;
s where, after refrefhing myfelf
' . only
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“ only one night, in the morning
“ I fet forward in queft of fome
* % human habitation. Efpying this
- % city, fo fair and pleafant to
“ the eye, my heart rejoiced;
“and 1 comforted myfelf with
“ the refleGtion, that I fhould here
“ find reft and repofe from the
“ troubles and fatigues which I
* had lately undergone ; but, alas,
o unj;appy mortal that I am, I
“ had no fooner entered your city,
“ than I was rudely feized, bound,

* and brought hither. Thus, O ‘
% queen! having heard my ftory,
“ and confidered at once my in-
% nocence and hard fortune, jro:: ‘
“ will, T hope, extend your mercy

. “ and
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% and compaflion towards an un- -

“ fortunate ftranger.”

The Prince having finithed, the
Queen after fome confideration re~
plied, * As you profefs, O ill-fated
% firanger! to have offended un-
“ intentionally, your life is fpared ;
“ but imprifonment muft be the
“ reward of your folly.” So fay-
ing, fhe ordered one of her attend-
ants, the fair Pudmawati, to carry
him to her place of abode, and
there in chains confine him a pri-
foner. While fhe iffued this com-

mand, her eyes plainly belied the
utterance of her lips, for the all-

accomplithed wanderer had taken
E full
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full pofleflion of her enamoured
heart, and fecret orders were given,
to treat him with the ytmoft
refpedt.

The obfequious Pudmawati,
agreeably to the commands of her

miftrefs, led Cimariipa to her habi-

tation ; and as the well knew the
j.mpreﬁion which he had made .on-
the Queen, fhe determined, in or-
der to ingratiate herfelf with hez
. ;ﬁiﬁrefs, to treat him in the moft
{umptuous manner. A magnifi

cent banquet was prepared, and
| every delicacy that the feafon could

praduce, together with the choiceft .

wines, were ferved up to the Ra-
ja s
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| jahi; who, aftonifhed t6 find fuch a

reverfe of fortune, and fuch com-
fort and enjoyment after his late

adverfity, poured forth his foul in

grateful acknowledgments to the
Deity ; and after the banquet, re-
fired to reft

 In the morning, Pudmawatl
going to the palace, related to
her royal miftrefs, what {he had
remarked of Cémaripa the pre-
ceding night. The Queen, on her
friend’s recital of 'the melancholy
difpofition of the ftranger, con-
cluded, that the paflion of love was
centered in his breaft, and deter-
mined to learn his true fituation,

Ez and
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and the real ftate of his heart. Ac-
cordingly fhe ordered Pudmawati,
in the filence of the night, to
lead him privately to the royal
banquet.

The confidant returning to C-

marupa, related the commands of
her miftrefs, and her intentions
refpe&ting his fituation, hinting to
him at the fame time, the paffion
with which he had infpired her.
The Prince returned thanks for the

intended honour, and when night

came, followed his kind condu@trefs
to the palace, where the Queen re-
ceived them. with much good hu-
mour and hofpitality, After fome

con=-
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. converfation, furprifed to find that

the young ftranger poffeffed fuch
uncommon accomplithments, the
Queen began to fufped, that he
was of no ignoble birth, but rather
the offspring of fome illuftrious
prince. An elegant banquet was
ferved up, youthful damfels whofe
cheeks outvied the blufhing rofe
attended, and goblets of the pureft
wines were prefented by graceful
young cup-bearers, elegant in form
and ealy in manner and addrefs.

After prolonging the feaft to a
late hour of the night, the young
Camartipa, delighted and mirthful,
intreated the Princefs to partake of

E3 the
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the joys of the goblet. Indra-
wati .{miling with ineffable grace
replied, “ Whilft thou, O amiable
“ ftranger, art the cup-bearer, how
“ can I refufe to drink?’ Cima-

ripa, enraptured at her condefcen- _

fion, prefented the cup to the
Queen in the moft graceful attie
tude, at the fame time reciting

fome verfes in praife of love and

wine ; upon which ‘the Queen or-
dered in the dancers to heighten the
amufements.

-While thus they paffed away the
time _pleafant]y, and enamoured. of
eachother, the Queen,inamomentof
tendernefs, requefted that Cimapﬁpa

e would
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wonld inform her, who he was, the
pname of his parents and. country,
and the reafon why he had under-
taken the voyage. The" Prince,
penetrated by the favours he had
received, and unable to withftand
fuch powerful f{olicitation, imme--
diately related the whole of his ad-
ventures from firft to laft. Thele
were of fuch an affe@ing nature, .
that the Rana and all the affembly
were diffolved into tears of com-
paffion at therecital. The Queen
then turned to Cédmaripa, and
thanking him for his information,
affured him that fhe would take
care to convey him to his defired

port; and that fhe would alfo
E 4 - make
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~ make the moft diligent fearch after -
his loft companions,, whom fhe®
hoped might be flill alive ; * but,” -

added fhe, * in return for this, I

“ hope you will, O amiable Prince! .

“ grace my court for a few days
“ with your prefence 2"

The youthful Cimaripa and the
enflaved Queen paffed feveral days
in mirth and feftivity. The

thoughts of his former miftrefs,

however, would fometimes in-

trude - into ‘the- perturbed mind
of Camartipa, who at thofe mo-

.ments reproached himfelf for hI;

infidelity to his lovely princefs,-

and his forgetfulnes of his loft
com-
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companions. One night, while
he lay aﬂe;p; his miftrefs, Rana
Kaann Lettaii, appeared before
him in a dream, when to his
diftempered imagination fhe thusbe-
gan to reproach him: * Ungrateful
« Prince! whilt 1 in [forrow
“ and defpair am mourning
% your abfence, and impatiently
“ expe@ing your arrival, is it
“ this that' you are folacing
“ yourfelf with new loves, and
“ forgetful of your faithful mif--
“ trefs, are liftening to the vows
« of others?” The Prince, awak-
ing from his dream, his mind
being agitated and diftra&ted, drew -

a deep figh from the bottom . of
his
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his breaft, and became loft to ail
fenfation. Indrawati, who flept
near him, on hearing the noife,
went towards Camartlipa, and be-
held him lying without any figns
of life. She inftantly applied every
means for his recovery, which
having happily effeCted, fhe afked
him the reafon of this uncommon

accident. He replied, that a .

frightful dream had forely aflited
him ; but concealed the true reafon
of what had really happened.

Firmly refolved to quit for

- ever this feat of his inconﬁancy, '

the next evening, after the break-
ing up of the banquet, Cimartipa
13 de-

RAJAH CAMARUPA. g

- defcended by a back ftair-cafe into

the palace garden, and throwifg
himfelf at the foot of a fycamore
tree, began to ruminate upon his
unfortunate fituation. The re-
fleGtion of his infidelity to his be-
loved Kaann Lettaii and his ab-

~ fent friends, pierced his tender

heart with fuch keen anguifh, that

- the tears flowed plentifully down

his cheeks. At length, opprefled
with grief, fleep infenfibly and
unwithed-for ftole upon him, and
he obtained a fhort relief from his
troubles.

At this period the beauteous
Narawati, daughter of the king
' of
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of the fairies, attended by a -

train of her friends and. wo-

men, taking her accuftomed tour
through the air to view the dif-

ferent parts of the earth, ar-
rived at this garden. As the air
- was pleafant, and the garden. of
moft exquifite beauty, being adorned
with every thing that could render

it delightful, fhe determined to ftop

a little; and ordered the fairies, her
attendants, to place her litter in
one of the pleafanteft (pots of the
garden. They immediately nbE}r-
ed. Adjoining to the fpot, where
the fairy litter was placed, lay the
fleeping youth. A party of the fai-
ries, on a furvey of the different

places
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places in the garden, came unex-
pe&edly to the tree under which
the Rajah reclined. Cafting their
eyes on the young Prince as
he lay afleep, they were fmitten
with aftonifhment at the exqui-
fite beauty of his perfon and mien.
Such elegant proportions they. con-
cluded more than ﬂl_zman, and
were led to conceive th;_it.__he muft
be fome angel defcended from above
for the benevolent purpofe of affift-
ing mankind. They immediately
acquainted Nirawati their miftrefs
with the circumitance; who, out
of curiofity, came to the place, in
order to be an eye-witnels of the

fcene which her womenhad difcover-
ed.



62 RAJAH CAMARUPA.

ed. .As foon as fhe caft her cyes
on the Prince, the paflion of love,
at the fight of fo much beauty,
forcibly feized hold of her breaft,
and fhe determined to carry off
this handfome mortal to her own
gity. She immediately ordered
her attendants to bring her litter,
and place Camaripa, who was
- fiill afleep, gently upon it. He
was thus conveyed with amazing
velocity to her native habitation,
at the top of Mount Caf, the abede
of the fairy race.

During this period, Queen
Indrawati was anxioufly expe-
ing the return of her beloved

captive
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captive from the garden ; but he not
arriving, fhe became very uneafy
at his abfence, and fent fome of her
attendants in queft of him. They
duickly returned with the informa=
tion, that they had in vain fought
for the Rajah. At which intelli-
gence, the Queen was grievoully
affliCted, and her late joy was

foon turned into the moft piercing ~

grief for the lofs of her a:mahle
Prince.

. 'The fairy Princefs having con-
veyed Cimaripa to Mount Caf,
ordered her attendants to place
him in the apartments of her own
palace.  Having gently {prinkled |

his
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his face with rofe~water, he awoke,

when, throwing hiseyesaround him, .

and obferving that he was in a

firange place, he was amazed to find -
himfelf tranfported to an unknown,

country. The fairy perceiving.

his aftonithment, addrefled him in
the following terms : * Be not fur-

“ priled, O amiable fon of Adam}{

“ at what you behold; you are in
“ the palace of the Queen of the
* fairies, who feeing you by ac~'
“ cident while you were afleep, the
“ became enamoured of your ex~
“ quifite beauty, and has refolved
* that you fheuld enjoy the plea-
“ fures of this delicious abode.”

Camaripa,

N\
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- Camariipa, on hearing ghat-he wag;

pon. Maugt Caf, was planged.

into:exseffive gricf, and his lagents

‘atins  were unceafing, - -Well
knowing that no human pewet

could ever depart from that place
without'the permiffion’ of the fiu—y
race, Nérawati, in order to comfoz‘t
him, Endﬁvauretitbaﬁ'ardhlm every
amufcmtnt that fhe could dcﬂi‘c,
and accordingly ordered a magnl—
ficent banquet to be prepucd.
At this fealt' the bnght-eyed cup=
bearers affifted, carrying goblcts
of the pureft wine ; while’ fa.lries;
refembling the flowers of paradile;
_waited, on she young lovers in- ghe
woft nbi'eamous MARNET § nor WA
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there wanting the delights of

graceful dancers, to enhance the
delight ‘of her gueft, and enliven
the pleafures of the entertain~
ment. :

The Prince, aftonithed at. thofe
honours, and ravifhed with the
fplendor of the banquet, which

far furpafled any thing he had

ever beheld, expreffed his fati~

fadtion, and in the moft grateful

fenfe became joyous and cheerful;
though his heart pined in an=
guith foa.: his ever-beloved Kaann
Leteaii.

It happened that the father of

this fairy Princes had already
- - Ppro=
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promifed her'in marriage to the

* {fon of a neighbouring Prince, who

was of the fame race, of ;the
name of Soondaréo. 'The news of

Camartpa’s arrival, and of the -

Princefs Nirawati being enamoured
of him, was quickly -cnn?eyed to
the ears of Soondaréo, who, filled
with grief and rage at the intel-
ligence, determined on punifhing
the prefumptuous mortal who had
thus invaded his rights, and fup;
planted him in her affe@ion. For

this purpofe, he called unto him
twb malitions .Genii, who were "

fubfervient to his commands, and

ordered them to go privately to .

the palace of the fairy Queen, and
- T2 ufe
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fife every firatagem in their power

f bnng off the Prince Céma-
fifpa.. " Thefe demons prepared 6.
ébey thé commands of their lord,,
and mbunﬁng in the air, like two.
datk elouds portending ftorms and:

témptls, they fpeedily arrived ab.

bie 'Bahi’taiion of the queen Nira=
wati, aid concenhng themfelves in,
Bre ‘garden, prepared. to etmbrade-
the firft opportunity that ‘fhoulds
aeenr,, ‘to carty off the Prince

whichi they foon effected.

-The 1fa1laﬁihg. night the plean

Hiifes of thie ‘banquet had been pro-
Ibnfed to &4 Iate hour, when the-
“youth et forth into. the garden,.
S in.

e
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in order to enjoy the: -coal air of
the night; but, glevated” with the
wine he had dra.nk, he wandered
;bou:fome_nme,unnlﬁe:p.gv;rmpk

" him, when he lgid himfelf dowp

uppnacouchthaiwa-thandp

No fapner was the mafortynate

Prince wrapt in the arms of fleep,
than the two dempas rulbing forth
from their biding-place, feized him,.
bound him with cords, and con-
weyed him rapidly through the
2ir to the habitation of their maw~

_f@ier; where having ariived; they

laid the unfortndate Cimariipa at
the feet of his glad rival.

f- 3 o Seon-
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Soondaréo rejoiced that he had
thus' obtained poffeflion of the man
;who_m his foul abhorred, and with a
malicious fmile ordered hisattendants
to awaken Cimaripa, that he might
have an opportunity of indulging

his refentment. Accordingly they

roughly thook the Prince, and be-
fore he was well awake, the cruel
Soondardo began to revile him bite
terly for his prefumption in afpir«
ing to one of fairy race, and en-
deavouring to fupplant him in the
affeftions of his betrothed miftrefs;.
Cimaripa replied with much mo-
defty, that his fituation upon

. Mount Caf was by no means of
his
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his own fecking, but againft his
inclination, having been furprifed
and carried there whillt alleep;
that the fairy Prince :therefore
fhould,. in. juftice, deem him in~
nocent,  Fortunately the mether
of Sugnﬁaréo. was ‘prefent; tak-
ing compaffion.on the unhappy
Prince, fhe iaterceded with her
fon in his behalf, and requefted
that- he might be liberated from his
bonds, and conveyed to {ome place

far diftant from the abode of the

fairies. Soondaréo, mollified by
the reprefentation and defire of
his. mother, confented to' her re-
quelt, and immediately ordered
the two demons to convey the

F 4 Prince

et i e
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Priricé intd & diftant ifland béyond
the feis, -and there leate him td
his “deftiny. ‘They sccotdingly

faid hold of him, #nd evnveyed

hlin ‘with ineredible: fwifingls

through the air, ufitil they serived -

at the intended ifland; vhere, quits
tigg their burden, they infandly
vanithed from his fight, '

- ¢ Chimarhpa returned thistiks to Prérs

vidence for this unexpeched releafe;

Cafting his eyes atound, he pets
celved that he was on a  nioft
pleafant ifland, which aboundéd
with varions forts of fruit-trees; and
cool refrefhing firéaims, Having
fittsfied % hunger and thirk, ¥e

o Wile
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‘wandvred about in fearch of a habi-
tation’ when on a fudden he beheld
an ‘old ‘man, fkemingly decrepid
through- extreme age,. fitting rdek
the.fhade of a tree. Approach-
ing him, he made g courteous fa~
Jutmfon, which was anfwered wil-
fisgly by the old man, who en~

- teted intb 2 converfation, and’ i

guired how he came into that
iflind. - CimarGipa, pléafed at his
eivility, - related ‘his adventurei,
ard concluded with requedting
hih to point ow 2 place of

“veft wnd abode; from whenes,

after a fhort period; he might ro-
tutn back to his bwn Ccounhtrg.
The old man wld hiim,; that at
o little
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ditle diftance from the place they
were in, was his own habitation,
which he had left that morning 3
‘but that as, on account of his ex-
treme old age and imbecility,. he
was unable to walk, it was his
-fual.cuftom to be brought hither
on the fhoulders of his children.

‘At the fame time he earneftly rew -

quefted the Prince to perform this
Ariendly office, and promifed him
in return, that on his arrival at
their houfe he fhould be received
in the moft hofpitable manner, and
afifted with every comfort that
his heart could with. The Prince,
prepoflefled already in the old
man’s favour, thought the requeft

rea-
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reafonable and modéft: iiwithout
further converfation, ‘therefore, he
defired him-to get on his fhoulders
immediately, and for that. parpofe
knelt down, in order that the
old man might more eafily feat
himfelf. .. Accordingly he mounted,
but-was no fooner firmly fixed on

his fhouldéers, than he began to

fqueeze Camaripa violently round
his neck ; when the Prince,now too
late, perceived that his legs were
fupple, and pliant _like leather:
The old wretch burft into. 4
loud laugh, and gave Camas
ripa a wviolent kick on the . ftos
mach, after addrefling him thus:
# O foolith youth, who art at

“ length
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“ length :fallen into my fnare;
@ know that this ifland is the
* abode of the men with, the
¢ leathern-feet, who make it their
« bufinefs to decoy ftupid mortals
% into their fpare, in order that
@ they may ufe them as horfesg
“ which (added he) are wery

 fcarce on this ifland. Be-

% affured, thou canft never make
* thy efcape, but art condemned
“ to my fervice and pleafure, umntil
“ the end of thy life. Quicken
“ thercfore thy pace, thou wvile
% ralcal; and carry me wherefo-
* ever I lift, that I may view the
% ifland at my leifure.” The ills
fated . Prince at firft endeavoured to
;o thake

. portunity of effeing his delivgd-
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fhike off his troublefome burthen,
but finding, from repeated frug>
gles, that the curfed old fellow
enly kept the firmer in his feit, hé

defifted, and at once refigned him= =~

feIf to the bitter pangs of grief
and ‘defpair.

~ Chmaripa contaued in - this
fituation many days, conftantly
carrying about the old deceitfub
wretch, and devifing within him-

£eIf _ every probable means of -

getting rid of him. ©ne day ob-
_fetving great mumbers of men ap-
proaching toward him, he con-
ceived this to be a favourable op=

anece y

sl ey epti
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ance; but on a nearer view he
found them to be 2 company
of old men fimilar to the one
he carried, each of whom rode
upon an unhappy prifoner like
himfelf. They had brought with
them a quantity of freth grapes
with which they intended to
regale. The firt old man faluted

_them as they approached, and -

defired that they would make fome
doothab with the grapes they had
brought. This is a beverage
compofed of the juice of the
grape, honey, and dates. At

this period it came into the

mind of Camariipa, to putin prac-
tice the ftratagem ‘which he had
' . medi-
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meditated within himfelf. He defir-
éd that the old man whom he
carried, inftead of doofhab, might
make fome excellent wine; -adding,
that if he was ignorant how to do
it, he would prepare a fpecimen
for him to.tafte.- The old- man,
who had never tafted wine in his
life, nor even heard of it, afked
Camariipa what he meant by wine,
bid him prepare fome inflantly, and
told him, that if it was a pleafantes
liquor than doofhab, he fhould, in
teturn for his prefent, receive
a reward from the affembly.
Camartipa inftantly began to make
the wine, and having prepared
it according to his own tafte]
s . he
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he filled a large goblet, and ‘pige-

fented it - confidently to his old

mafter, who at one draught drank:

off the whole. The effeft was ine.

ftantly vifibde, he began to fing:

‘and laugh, and demanded anothey.
“eup; which Cimariipa alfo gasg
him, at the fame time filling other.
large cups, apd prefenting them
siternately to the company ;. Aill,
in fhort, they all drank fo planti~
fully, as -te become quitc‘imqgi-
cated, and were conlequently care-
lefs of their prifoners. Cimamipa
now found the long looked-for. op=
portunity, and by repeated qu.i
tions, foon made the old . mgp
whom he himfelf carried, comw

' pletely
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pletely inebristed ; who theny un-
able to refift the efforts of the
Prince, or any longer keep -his -
hold, fell fuddénly from his fhoul+
ders to the ground. Camaripa in-
ﬂ'anﬂy- feiz'ing a weighty ftone,
dafhed out his brains, and freed
himfelf from fo deteRablea plague.

The other prifoners perceiving
the good effetts of this ftratagem,
did the fame with thofe they car- -

ried, and by thefe means they were -

all liberated. As foon as the old men
were. dead, the remainder of the
company fell at the . feet of
Cimariipa, and ackriowledged the
great obligations they were wunder
S G to
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to him, for having releafed
~ them from fo cruel an impri-
fonment, vowing an everlafting
fidelity and affetion toward him.

Cimartipa perceiving one whom
he thought he knew, bid him draw
near, and defired that he would in-
form him by what accident he ar-
rived in theifland. The man replied,
That after a variety of misfortunes
and diftreflfes he had come thithé:l;
and told him, that originally he.
was a native of the city of Qude
in Indoftan, the fon of the Vizier
of Rajah Peti, fovereign of that
country, and that his name was
Mitra Chandra. Chimarfpa in<

ftantly
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flantly recolleGted his old and
faithful friend, and was fo af-
feted by the event, .that he
nearly fainted away. As foon as he
had recovered, he went up to him,
and embraced him with much af-
fe@ion ; then bidding him obferve
him more narrowly, told him that
he was the Rajah Camaripa, his
prince and faithful friend.

Mitra Chandra, aftonithed at

~what he had heard, hefitated for

fome time, till having viewed the
Prince more clofely, he knew him,
although he was much altered by

the diftrefles which he had under-
gone. He returned thie embrace of

his old mafter with pure affection,
G 2 and

Fram— )
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and fell at his feet, overjoyed at

having the good fortune again.to
meet him.

Camaripa having difmiffed the
reft of the aflembly, requefted his
friend to inform him by what
accident he had efcaped perifh-
ing by fea; upon which Mitra
Chandra immediately began the
following relation. -

The Adventures of Mitra Chgn&m;
- Son of the Vizier, and firfi Com-

panion to Prince Cimartpa.

- AS foon (my dear.-PrincelJ‘-.a.‘.s
T had feparated from you on. the
- broken

e —
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broken plank, I refigned myfelf up

to the moft piercing grief, giving
over every hope of again behold-
ing my honoured mafter, as well as
of preferving my own exiftence.
Having prepared myfelf for -death,

on a fudden a violent wind arofe,

~which expofed me for a long time to
the fury of the elements. At lafta

tremendous wave walhing over

‘me, [ was rcmuved_ from my .
plank, and committed entirely-

to the ocean. After {wim-
ming fome time, my feet ftruck
againft ‘Tumething which I con~
eeived to be a tree. Oveljéyéd

‘at this unexpe&ed good fortune,

I got upen it, and by fome ‘means
7 G 3 or
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other hoped I might poffibly gain
the land, which was then in fight;
but, alas! I had not been long in
this fituation, when the tree began
to move under me, and I per-
ceived that my temporary relief
was only the back of an enormous
whale. It pleafed Providence, how-
ever, that what I deemed certain
deftruion, fhould prove my for-
tunate deliverance; for the whale
moving with great velocity, made
dire&tly for the fhore, where having
arrived, I threw myfelf off his’
back on the beach. Overcome with
fatigue, I reclined upon the wel-
come turf; and immediately began
to pay my adorations to the Su-

preme
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p:.'eme Being for my miraculous
elcape. “ By means of the Al-
“ mighty,” I exclaimed, “ the
% whale in the ocean becomes "a
% fhip, for the prefervation of mors
“ tals! By the fame goodnefs, the

“ tiger of the defert is converted

“ into a ufeful horfe, for the fer-

“ vice of man!”

I now dire@ed my courfe in
fearch of a dwelling, but had not
advanced far, before I met with a
moft hideous Genius, of a deformed
afpe&, and of a!:';::ruel and fanguinary
difpofition. The demon na fooner
perceived me, than he inftantly

laid violent hands on me, placed.

G 4 © - me
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me on his back, and mounting
with me into the air, carried- me
with vaft rapidity to a country far
diftant, the abode of thofe accurfed
Genii who delight in human blood.
Scarcely had I arrived here, before
¥ was accofled by another of the
fame form, and by him-carried to
a prifon, where I found a number
of men equally miferable with my-
felf, all 6f whom were deftined to
be devoured. The prifoners o
fooner fixeéd their eyes upon me,
than they flocked around ﬁ:e and
eagerly defi red to be informed by
what means I had fallen into thé

hands of thefe cruel Genii. My‘ )

'gﬂef -wds fo Exceﬂive that'T could
: make
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make no reply to their hafty m—
quiries, but retired to’a “corner
of the prifon, where I gave myfelf-
up to defpair; and not knowing
what 1 did, fometimes I fang, at
other times I laughed and cried al-
ternately, fo that my fellow-pri-
foners began to imagine that I was
difordered in mind. This idea
I refolved to encourage, hupmg
that by’ this fubterﬁlge I might

" poffibly regain my liberty.

One day he;?ing' a moft un<
ufual noife and lamentation in the
prifon, I enquired whence it ori<
ginated; and was informed that the
demons had refolved to have @
| grand
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. grand feaft that day, and were
determined that two of the prifon-
ers fhould be facrificed in honour
ofit. One of the malicious Genii
immediately entered the prifon,
when every one began to croud
around him, fupplicating with
prayers and tears a refpite
from their intended doom. I
alone of the whole affembly ap-
peared totally indifferent. The
Genius perceiving this, ordered me
to approach, and demanded to
~ know the reafon why, when.
others were fo anxious to preferve
their lives, I fhould appear fo
calm. I immediately made an-
{wer, That my heart was over-

whelmed
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whelmed by the diftrefs and ad-
verfity which ‘I had undergone,
and that death was to me far more
welcome than life; I therefore
intreated him inftantly to difpatch
me. The Demon, furprifed at my
reply, and curious to know
the particulars of my adventures,
immediately ordered me to be car-

. ried to his own habitation; upon

which I was inftantly feparated from
mycompanions. At night, when he
returned home, he commanded me
to be brought before him, queftion-
ed me concerning the misfortunes
that I had fuffered, and defired
me to relate the whole feries
of my adventures without referve.

Iim-
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I immediately obeyed, and proceed-
ed to inform him of all the various
fituations through which I had
paffed fince I had attached myfelf

to his fervice, until the day that ¥ -
fell into his power, and concluded’

with earneflly intreating' that he
would grant me the laft favour
1 had to requeft, that of -3
ipeedy and welcome death, . which

could be my only relief from 'miﬁ:r}:;- ;

My ftory firuck the Genius wit];;
compaflion. Bidding me be of
good cheer, he affured me that 1
fhould be conveyed again amongft
mortals; and that he would, more-
over, diflinguith me, by a particulay

mark
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mark of his favour and friendthip.
Saying this, he plucked a few hairs
from off his body, and gave them
into my hand; telling me, that
whenever any misfortune or diftrefs
thould fall upon me, to put one of
thofe hairs into the fire, when I
fhould find him come immiediately,
and- render me every affiltance in

his power.

At this inftance of unexpeted
good fortune 1 was -overjoyed, and
returned thanks*to him for it. He
then ordered a Genius who was
near him, to take me into his’
charge, and convey me to fome

place that was inhabited by mor-
4 - - tals.
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tals. I was immediately lifted

up into the air, and in a very
fhort time tranfported to an ifland,
where the Genius quitted me, defir-
ing m2 to feek my fortune in the
beft manner that I was able. The
Genius had no fooner left me, than
I returned thanks to ‘the Supreme
Being: for my deliverance, and
walked towards the fea-fide, in
order anxioufly to wait the ap-
proach of fome fhip, which I in-
dulged the pleaficg hope of every
moment beholding, In the midft
of this anxiety, the remembrance
of my misfortunes, and my abfence
from you, added to my affliGtions.
For fome time I remained melan—

choly,

RAJAH CAMARUPA. gof

choly, mufing on the fhore, when,
to my inexpreffible joy, my long-
ing eyes were blefled with the
profpect of a veffel at a confider-
able diftance. 1 made fignals,
and thofe were fortunately per-
ceived and . underftood by the
failors on board. The captain
inftantly difpatched a boat to the

fhore, which conveyed me on

board the veflel.

With an exulting heart I now
proceeded on the voyage; but
fate had not yet terminated my
misfortunes. In the evening a
terrible ftorm arofe, when all the
fair profpe@s which I had form=

ed,

o i = s, AT
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N

ed, were at onhce blafted in. the

bud, and npthing but extreme.
danger prefented itfelf to my view.
The failors, who are ever prone
to fuperftition, broke forth into
murmurings and complaints againft
me, alleging that I had been
the caufe of the ftorm, and that
they were to be punifhed for fome
crime which I had committed. Af-
ter confulting together, they at laft
propofed to throw me over-board,
.and hoped by that means to ap-
peafe the elements. Before they
had time, however, to executé
their cruel intentions, a tremen-
dous wave broke over the thip,
which inftantly funk her, and every

{oul
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foul om board except myfelf pe='

ied, "By good fortune I got
hold of a piece of broken plank,
and fupporting myfelf on it for
fome time, it pleafed Providence to

abate thie tempeft, when the plank .

on whith I was preferved being
driven towards the lind, to my
great joy 1 fafély reiched the

I now perccived that 1 had
been caft on a very pleafant ifland,

and poured forth my grateful —

thanks to the Supreme Bemg, fof
hdving ' orce more efeted my

_ prefervation. - I dried my clothes
" in the fum, and fet forwards in

fe::é]: of a dwelling. -~Wanderisg
H about,

—
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N

ed, were at once blafted in. the

bud, and npthing but extreme;
danger prefented itfelf te my view.
The failors, who are ever prone
to fuperfii:ion, broke forth into
murmurings and complaints againft
me, alleging that I had been
the caufe of the ftorm, and that
they were to be punithed for fome
crime which I had' committed. Af-
ter confulting together, they at laft
propofed to throw me over-board,
‘and hoped by that means to ap-
peafe the elements. Before they
had time, however, to executé
their cruel intentions, a tremenw
dous wave broke over the fhip,
which inftantly funk her, and every

{oul
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fbul on board except myfelf pe=-

tithed. " By good fortune I got

tiold of a piece of broken plank,,

and fupporting myfelf on it for
fome time, it pleafed Providence to

abate thie tempeft, when the plank .

on whith I was preferved being
driven towards the land, to my
great joy 1 fafely reached the
beach.

I now perceived that I had
been caft on a very pleafznt ifland,
and poured forth my grateful
thanks to the Supreme Being, for
having - oice more effeted my

_ prefervation. - I~ dried my clothes
in the fun, and fet forwards in

fearch of a dwelling. -~Wandering
' H about,
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about, I perceived an old man at
the foot of a tree. On feeing mie,
ke arofe, and courteoufly invited me
to his houfe, to which he told me
I fhould be heartily welcome; only
that in return he hoped I would in~
form him of the manner in which
I had got to that ifland. After
a plentiful repaft, at night I re-

tired to ret on a bed which
he had prepared for me; but

think of my furprize, when on
awaking in the morning, I found
the old wretch’s feet clung faft
round my neck, violently fqueez-
ing me. His legs refembled fupple
leather. I foon underftood that I
had fallen into the hands of that
dctefted race, who make it their

ftudy -
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fudy. to enfnaré unwary ftrangers;
Suffice it ‘to fay; my dear mafter!
that I fuffered this cruel treatment,
until Heaven fent you to relieve me
and my other comipanions, in the
manger wlnch you have fo happ:ly
eﬂ'e&ed :

. When Mm:a Chandra bad finifh-
ed his flory, Cdmaripa tenderly
embraced him, and thefe two friends

_refolved in future never again to

feparate,” After a few days they be-
gan their journey towards Serendib,
and travelled fome time without
meeting any thing remarkable in
their way.- One day arriving at
the foot of a fteep mountain, they

: H 2 ftopped




